


repeat offenders to the streets, where they can commit additional crimes or intimidate witnesses against them.

By doing so, he placed himself solidly beside those like the woman from Newark, who experience firsthand the

frustrations of seeing a violent criminal placed under arrest only to discover, to their shock, the person roaming the

neighborhood within days.

By coupling his bail reform recommendation with an exceptionally strong and persuasive pitch for mandatory

treatment and rehabilitation rather than imprisonment for nonviolent drug offenders, Christie succeeded in occupying

the best of both worlds — a hard-liner on urban street crime and a compassionate and caring individual unwilling to

discard individuals who can and should be helped toward a productive life.

It was a political tour de force.

The governor’s bail reform recommendation will most certainly draw criticism and accusations that it is a dangerous

overreach that will lead to depriving the accused — the not-yet-convicted — of his or her constitutional protections.

Opponents will argue that imprisoning individuals while awaiting trial, which could easily be months or years off in the

future, is an egregious civil rights violation and establishes a precedent that could be used to punish or coerce

someone accused of a crime.
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