
 

 nomination, intimating that the
commissioner’s previous affiliations with
for-profit firms involved in public education
will influence his decisions to the detriment
of education in general. The senator has
insisted that before he will withdraw his
objections, Cerf must appear before the
Education Committee and respond to
questions about his past business activities.

Cerf has said he severed all ties with the
firms before accepting Christie’s offer and
that his energies would be devoted
exclusively to building and maintaining a
quality education for the state’s school
children.

The normal course of action for resolving
senatorial courtesy objections is quiet and
out-of-public-view negotiations.
Occasionally, county political leaders
become involved in the discussions, helping
to reach an accommodation satisfactory to
both sides.

The Christie-Rice conflict, though, is
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 different. The issue obviously isn’t very
quiet and negotiations appear pointless.


