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entering the race was another sign of the unease with which the party’s movers and shakers

view the current field.

Republican leaders see an incumbent president badly wounded politically and ripe for the

taking. Unemployment is stuck above 9 percent, economic growth barely has a pulse, the

poverty rate is at an all-time high, home foreclosures have punished millions of American

families, and the national debt is an astonishing $14 trillion. Moreover, both his African-

American and liberal bases are unhappy, increasingly disgruntled, and not shy about voicing

their disappointment.

With a burden of such magnitude and with ample historical precedent favoring a change in

leadership, Republicans seem to be extremely well positioned heading into 2012.

But, while a majority of Americans say they want a change in the presidency, when President

Obama goes head to head with Romney, Perry or Cain, he wins by slim to modest margins in

what must be discouraging, frustrating results for Republican leaders.

Even in those surveys in which Obama trails a Republican candidate, it is usually within the

margin of error and he remains very competitive.

Cain was the beneficiary of the absence of confidence, excitement and enthusiasm on the

part of Republicans. He presented an image of a take charge leader, a successful

businessman, a straight talker who was not reluctant to shun the politically correct. And, he

has a sense of humor which sets him apart from his principal competition.

His 9-9-9 economic recovery and job creation plan—9 percent corporate and personal

income tax rates coupled with a 9 percent national sales tax—caught on initially but has

begun to crumble under the weight of analyses showing that it would shift a significant tax

burden away from the wealthy and onto the middle and lower income classes.

Its principal advantage seemed to be that it was as catchy as an advertising jingle, required a

minimum of explanation, and rolled easily off the tongue. Who, for instance, looked forward

to spending a few hours poring over Romney’s 57-point economic plan when 9-9-9 required

less than 30 seconds?
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