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District 3: Third party candidate a third rail for Adler-Runyan? 

By Timothy J. Carroll | October 29th, 2010 - 7:41pm 
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For the last six months, the lives of voters in District 3 – from the Delaware

Christie, now oozing popularity, took 45 of the 52 towns in Adler's district last year, defeating Jon Corzine by 35,000 votes. 

District 3 includes Cinnaminson, Delran, Evesham, Moorestown, Mount Holly, Mount Laurel, Pemberton, and Westampton in Burlington County; Cherry Hill in Camden 

County; and Barnegat, Beach Haven, Lacey Township, Long Beach, Ocean Township, Seaside Heights, and Toms River in Ocean County. 

Primed for a run at Adler, state Sen. Diane Allen (R-Edgewater Park) announced she had cancer last year, which prompted the South Jersey Republicans to look down 

their bench. 

They couldn’t look past Runyan, a former Pro Bowl football player brought to the political arena by Assemblywoman Dawn Addiego (R-Evesham). Their children attend 

school together. 

At the behest of party leaders like Ocean County’s George Gilmore, the GOP avoided the nasty primary battle that hamstrung them two years prior, and Runyan 



One segment of voters may have been turned off by the backroom dealing that put DeStefano in the race, taking votes out of Adler’s column by either staying home or, 

worse yet, pulling Runyan’s lever. 

Another faction of voters who don’t know DeStefano isn’t Tea Party-approved may check his box unwittingly, drawing votes away from Runyan – the intended 

consequence of Adler’s advisors and staffers who reportedly put DeStefano in the race. 

Even with widespread reports of the Democratic plant, Runyan said recently his campaign is still concerned about vote siphoning from the faux-conservative. 

In the fundraising department, Adler amassed a 4-1 advantage over Runyan in cash-on-hand, raising over $3 million and holding more than $1.6 million cash-on-hand, 

according to reports earlier this month. Runyan held over $400,000. 

This year Adler broke rank with the Democrats in the House over several key issues, like the health care reform bill, that pundits said moved him into a more moderate 

position that would help him in the election. 

But still he accumulated a 90 percent vote count with his party, leading Runyan to use the GOP’s national mantra of attacking Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi to 

drag Adler down. 

“He voted with Nancy Pelosi 90 percent of the time,” Runyan said at a debate, “and yet he calls himself an independent centrist. We have to change this and put citizen 


