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Everything Jersey

A tax revolt in New Jersey could spread nationwide

Monday, January 11, 2010
STAFF WRITER

A couple of recent and very significant events occurred here in New Jersey that could lead to a national
trend. New Jersey residents may be ready to revolt because of extremely high taxes. They appear ready to
elect officials who promise to reduce their tax burden regardless of the consequences or even oust
previously elected officials who don't quite understand their view.

In November, incumbent Gov.
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necessary.

What is needed to provide public goods is an efficient system with reasonably priced labor that provides just
the basic government services. History indicates that the private sector, properly regulated, is much more
efficient and cost-effective than the government.

And how about those truly needy? In our system, a person is paid according to the value of his or her
output. The more a person contributes, the more he or she is paid. That means if, for whatever reason, an
individual does not contribute anything, he or she would be paid nothing. We know it is true that some
people live under difficult circumstances. Luckily, the more fortunate, who are compassionate, are willing to
give a little to help. But is this help going a bit too far?

The tax revolution could spread nationwide, from the local level all the way to the federal level. That could
be the way the majority wants it. And in our system, that's the way it will be. And to think that this potential
national movement started right here in tiny Wildwood, N.J.

Michael Busler is an associate professor and a fellow at the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at
Richard Stockton College.
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