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S The independent 
Democratic slate of former 
Cumberland County 
freeholders seeks to unseat 
Lou Magazzu and his siate. 

ByDANiELWALSM 
Staff Writer, 856-649-2074 

Former Cumberland 
County Freeholder Bruce 
Peterson joined a slate of for­
mer freeholders leading a 
Democratic revolt against 
Freeholder Director Lou 
Magazzu this year. 

Peterson, who left the board 
last summer and is now mayor 
of Upper Deerfield Township, 
picked up petitions Wednes­
day to circulate so he can be 
on the ballot for freeholder as 
an independent Democrat. 

He vwU run for a one-year 
unexpired term against 
Democrat Nelson Thompson, 
who was appointed to the seat 
in January, and Republican 
businessman Sam Fiocchi. 

But those names aren't the 
big targets. In joining the tick­
et of former Democratic 
Freeholders Jane Christy and 
Jennifer Swift, Peterson has 
helped place a bull's eye on 
Magazzu, the county 
Democratic chairman who 
leads an all-Democrat free­
holder board with compara­
tively little experience. 

Swift, who changed her sur­
name from Lookabaugh after 
remarrying, is a former free­
holder director. Peterson and 
Christy both served as deputy 
directors. They have more col­
lective freeholder experience 
than all seven freeholders 
combined. 

It's an independent slate 
with so much experience, that 
longtime New Jersey politics 
watchers may have never seen 
its kind before. 

"The short answer is, I 
haven't heard of it, but I don't. 
know," said Ben Dworkin, 
director of Rider University's 
Rebovich Institute for NJ 
Politics. 

"I can't remember a slate 
ever doing that, especially 
since they're all former free­
holders," said Sharon Schul-
man, director of the William J. 
Hughes Center for Public 
Policy at The Richard Stockton 
College of New Jersey "That's a 
powerful slate. That's a very 
powerful slate, They've got a 
lot of people that will follow 
them just because it's them. 
They had very good reputa­
tions." 

Peterson served three terms 
on the Board of Freeholders 
before resigning last summer 
to fill a seat on the Upper 
Deerfield Township Com­

mittee. His freeholder term 
was set to expire at year's which did. 

"We just need to bring back 
civility to the county (govern­
ment)," Peterson said. "There's 
things that just aren't getting 
done. The kids are just hang­
ing out waiting for the techni­
cal school." 

Magazzu dechned to 
answer questions Wednesday, 
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