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Front-runner Christopher J. Christie airs his first ad that 
acknowledges Steve Lonegan, by criticizing his record. 

By Cynthia Burton 
'•: INQUIRER STAFF WRITERS ' 

With less than six weeks to go in 
New Jetsey's Republican gubernato
rial primary campaign; front-run
ner Christopher J. Christie yester
day filially acknowledged his clos
est competitor with ia negative ra
dio ad;, a sign the rabe is tightening. 

Analysts said Christie had been 
unable to marginalize Steve Lone
gan by ignoring him, and now must 
take steps to keep him in second 
place 

Althbugh a Quirittipiac University 
poll on Wednesday showed Christie 

leading Lonegan by 46 percent to 
37 percent, analysts say the race is 
volatile. 

"There is not a lot of clarity, and 
it is not out of the realm of possibili
ties that Lonegan could win, be
cause tills is New Jersey and he's 
more conservative than Christie," 
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