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> In Stockton's early polling of 400 likely voters in the Second District, which includes all of Atlantic, Cape May,
Cumberland and Salem counties and small sections of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties, LoBiondo was
running almost 3:1 ahead of Kurkowski. With a margin of error of 4.9 percent, the poll found 12 percent of the voters still
undecided, Schulman said.

> However, that was Sept. 18, before the largest triple digit stock market decline since 1929 and the financial bailout from
Washington.

> Much of LoBiondo's district is populated by working class registered Democrats - roughly 66,000 - as opposed to about
34,000 registered Republicans. About 75,000 voters are listed as unaffiliated on election rolls.

> With roots in Cumberland and Salem County's farming community that go back at least three generations, the
incumbent has long been able to move across party lines to attract voters from both sides of the fence. LoBiondo's family
business is "truck farming," which transports much of the produce grown in the region to national markets.

> "People of this district know I'm always going to put their interests before party interests," said LoBiondo, who cited his
two recent votes against the bank bailout as examples of how he doesn't always vote along party lines.

> On the Democratic ticket, Kurkowski said he hopes to pull back some members of his own party who have supported
LoBiondo in the past.

> "As the challenger, you always face an uphill battle," Kurkowski said. "You have no record to run on. But people out
there are very worried about their jobs, their home values, their health care, and they realize that in the hands of the
people currently in power, very little has been done to protect their interests."

> One of Kurkowski's priorities is protecting the Jersey Shore and its lucrative tourism economy. He accuses LoBiondo of
bowing to GOP pressure when he "flip-flopped" and voted in favor of offshore oil drilling when he had previously stated his
opposition.

> "It could ruin our state's economy very quickly if the ocean were to become polluted," Kurkowski said.

> LoBiondo, who is routinely endorsed by the Sierra Club and other environmental groups, surprised many last month with
his vote to allow offshore drilling as close as 50 miles off U.S. coastlines.

> The vote was a double-edged sword, he said.

> "People are hurting; the problem is real," LoBiondo said. "I don't agree with drilling off New Jersey, but I do not oppose it
for states that want it."

> Smith said that in his district, which includes a large military population surrounding Fort Dix, he concentrates on military
and family issues, such as autism funding and the Veterans Cost of Living Compensation Act.

> "I do reach across the aisle; it's not just words but deeds, vote after vote," Smith said.

> That may not be enough for anyone in this topsy-turvy election season, Kurkowski said.

> "There is a strong desire out there for change among traditional voters and among people who have never had an
interest in the political process," Kurkowski said.

> Zeitz is counting on that desire in the Fourth District.

> "It's not surprising that everything comes down to the economy, no matter what the issue is," Zeitz said.

>
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