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There's little sign of presidential placards in southern New Jersey

(published: Sunday, October 12, 2008
)

Out there in the heat of political battle, at the height of the presidential campaign season, it seems something is
missing.

"You used to see them on every yard, every street, everywhere," said Violet Mintess, a volunteer for the Barack
Obama campaign.

"My own father keeps calling me," said state Sen. Bill Baroni, R-Middlesex, Mercer, chairman of the John McCain
campaign in New Jersey. "But every time we get some in, they go right out."

What is this rarity? Old-fashioned yard signs - cheap to make and easy to put up, but apparently in short supply
in southern New Jersey, at least for the presidential candidates. One enterprising Obama supporter in Linwood
even went to the trouble of making one himself with just a blank white sign and a dab of paint.

When it comes to why, the answers vary - from union slowdowns to hurricane delays to even, if indirectly, John
McCain himself. But the main reasons can be boiled to
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complete with paintings of cowboys on the walls - no one was willing to talk about signs. Unlike the Democrats,
the Republican volunteers referred all comment to the person in charge, county chairman Keith Davis.

Davis paused when asked if McCain-Palin signs were "for sale."

"They're not being sold," he said. "There's a minimum suggested donation of $5."

"If someone doesn't want to leave $5, we're not going to stop them," Davis said. "There's a lot of new people
coming in, and we're asking them for $5 to help the cause of our get-out-the-vote effort."

They would get a shipment of "50 here, 100 there," he added. "But we made some calls and we got a shipment
of a thousand. Anyone who wants them can come by our headquarters."

Notice how both county headquarters received the same number of signs in the latest shipment? Cape May
County Republican Chairman David I. Von Savage helped explain why.

"Signs cost $3.99 to $1.15 depending on how you bundle them," Von Savage said, "and the maximum a non­
federal committee like the Cape May County Republican Organization can spend per candidate for a federal
campaign is $1,000."

And who was it who pushed that limit through the U.S. Congress?

"It's the McCain-Feingold law," he said, referring to the legislation co-sponsored in 1997 by the Republican
nominee. "That's the rub, but it cuts both ways. It's just ironic that McCain is one of the candidates. It has
created some shortages, especially with the demand for McCain-Palin signs."
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