
https://pressofatlanticcity.com/news/state-and-regional/stockton-poll-finds-high-enthusiasm-to-vote-in-nov-8-midterm-
elections/article_f52de3ae-5ac4-11ed-8e30-db3d6fd17405.html

TOP STORY

Stockton poll finds high enthusiasm to vote in Nov. 8 midterm elections

Michelle Brunetti Post
Nov 2, 2022

Michelle Brunetti Post

Press archives





More voters said they supported the Republican positions on hot button issues such as the

economy, immigration and crime than were aligned with Democrats, according to the poll.

“One question is whether the Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade will motivate

Democratic turnout, especially among women,” Froonjian said.

Almost two-thirds of women voters (63%) and 39% of male voters said a candidate’s views on

abortion would impact their vote greatly.

The poll of 707 registered voters has a margin of error of +/- 3.7 percentage points.

Among all voters, 57% were very enthusiastic about voting in the midterms, but that jumped

to 70% for Republican voters. Another 21% overall were somewhat enthusiastic.

In the 2nd Congressional District that covers all of Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland and

Salem counties and parts of Gloucester, Camden, Burlington and Ocean counties,

Republicans narrowly outnumber Democrats now, after Democrats for a time took the lead.

As of Nov. 1, there were 183,916 Republicans and 179,964 Democrats in the district.

Stark differences between major party 2nd Congressional District candidates

Still, among voters across the state, a generic Democrat (47%) would beat a generic

Republican (37%), according to the poll conducted Oct. 6 to 18 by the William J. Hughes

Center for Public Policy at Stockton.

As of Nov. 1, there were about 2.53 million registered Democrats in the state, 1.53 million

Republicans and 2.37 million independents, according to the New Jersey Division of

Elections.

“There is some good news for Republicans in this poll,” said John Froonjian, director of the

Hughes Center. “Support for President Biden is weak, Republican enthusiasm is strong and

the top issues in the election are working for the Republicans.”



Independents, however, are still the largest voting block at 208,153.

The poll did not break answers out by region, Froonjian said. But the area has been voting

more Republican in recent elections.

Incumbent U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew, of Dennis Township, faces Democratic first-time

challenger Tim Alexander, a civil rights attorney and former law enforcement officer from

Galloway Township.

On issues of crime and immigration, which Van Drew has stressed in his campaign, the poll

found voters are more aligned with the Republicans, Froonjian said.

“Among Republican politicians now those two issues are intertwined,” Froonjian said. “It tells

me the Republican advertising and messaging are breaking through.”

Parts of New Jersey may be catching up politically with South Jersey, “which we have seen

becoming more red, shifting from being a swing area to more reliably Republican,” Froonjian

said.



The races in the 7th and 3rd congressional districts are competitive this year, he said. Both

were formerly Republican leaning but have Democratic incumbents who could be vulnerable

if the Red Wave expected nationally hits here.

In the 3rd, covering almost all of Burlington County and parts of Ocean County, Democratic

U.S. Rep. Andy Kim faces Republican Bob Healey. The Cook Political Report recently moved

the district from likely Democratic to leans Democratic.

In the 7th, which Cook says leans Republican, U.S. Rep. Tom Malinowski faces Republican

former state Sen. Tom Kean, who will benefit from redistricting this year.

Voters were about evenly split in their opinion of President Joe Biden, with 46% having

favorable views and 47% having unfavorable views. Asked whether Biden should run again,

56% (24% of Democrats) did not want Biden to run for reelection in 2024.

Abortion issue causing lots of buzz, but will it bring out Democratic voters?






