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While reading resolutions might seem like an exercise in free association, political observers
say they can serve several practical purposes.

“Sometimes it is to make a point. A resolution requesting the governor to do whatever is a
much easier lift than to actually pass a bill or joint resolution,” said Loretta Weinberg, a
recently retired senator who served 17 years in the Legislature.

But, she acknowledged, “if you can’t get traction on a bill, you’re probably not going to get
much traction on a resolution.”

Legislators lobbying for measures that are unlikely to pass — like Sen. Ed Durr’s e�orts to
expand gun rights in a state known for its strict gun control — also might rely on resolutions to
show their constituents they’re acting on an issue, said David Matos, a retired lobbyist who
worked for the Assembly in the mid-1980s as director of research and policy and sta�
parliamentarian.

“You get loners like Ed Durr, who’s really kind of way out there on policy, particularly when it
comes to guns. He can put in bills that most people knowledgeable with New Jersey politics
are going to say, ‘Well, that’s going nowhere.’ But if he does a resolution, he can take that to his
constituents — the pro-gun people that voted for him and contribute to him — and he can kors ay in s h:
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