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Welcome New President to Community
Offer Friendship and Hospitality to President and Mrs. Saatkamp
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President Herman J. Saatkamp Jr.

Friends of Hellenic Studies Welcome
the new President. Richard Stockton
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Herman J. Saatkaamp Jr. (cont.)

= General Editor: Vanderbilt Library of
American Philosophy (1996-2002)

« Texas A&M University: Professor,
department head (1985-1998)

= University of Tampa: Philosophy
Department (1970-85)

= Ph.D. Vanderbilt University (1972)
= Master of Arts Vanderbilt University (1970)

= Master of divinity Southern Theological
Seminary (1967)

= Bachelor of Arts Carson-Newman College
(1964)

Dr. Tom Papademetriou
Assistant Professor of History

In the Spring 2003 semester, Dr. Papadem-
etriou taught the course, Nation-building:
The case of modern Greece. This course of
30 students (with only one Greek-American!)
examined questions of modern Greek
identity from the Ottoman period until the
present, broadly surveying modern Greece’s

political history as well as the social, cultural,
and intellectual developments. Students
explored theories of nationalism as well as
the complex issues involved in creating and
preserving an independent Greek state in
the modern period.

Additionally, Papademetriou developed
and taught the Advanced Seminar in History
covering the topic of Identity. This seminar
is for advanced History majors, and is part
of the new Conceptual History curriculum
which focuses thematically on the topics of
Identity, Power, Nature, and Belief.

As chair of the 2003 Distinguished
Historian Lecture series, Papademetriou
combined the interests of both courses by
inviting Prof. Alexander Kitroeff (Haverford
College) to speak on the topic, “The Olym-
pics and Modern Greek Identity.”

In November, Papademetriou was an
invited participant in the seminar, “Convert-
ing Cultures” at Dartmouth College’s Center
for the Humanities, where he commented
on the role and status of the Christians in the
Ottoman Empire. In April, Papademetriou
spoke to the Hellenic Link professional as-
sociation of Chicago, on the topic of “Greek
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Daily Life in the 16" century Ottoman
Empire.”

Papademetriou was invited to speak at
the International Byzantine and Ottoman
Symposium held at Istanbul University,
Istanbul, Turkey on May 30-31, 2003. He
spoke to an international audience on the
topic, “Archons and Patriarchs: Locating
Power and Authority in the Late Fifteenth
Century Greek Community of Istanbul.”
During his stay in Istanbul he conducted re-
search in the Ottoman archives for his study
on the 16" century Greek community.

Papademetriou is also involved in a new
faculty initiative called the South Jersey Ini-
tiative. This initiative is intended to increase
connections between the local community
and the resources of the College. Papadem-
etriou is strengthening the link between the
Greek-American community and Stockton
College by spearheading the establishment
of an archive documenting the history of
Greek-Americans in New Jersey. o
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Did you know...
IT'S GREEK TO ME! GREEK TEXT?
= It's interesting that in American culture, “IT’S GREEK TO ME” expresses the degree to which
someone finds a situation incomprehensible.
= Also notable is the standard advertising buzz phrase “TO GREEK TEXT.” It means to use jumbled
characters in place of text for position only. This is used in cases where the advertisement must be
laid out but the text has not yet been written.
= These words are displayed upon entering the Columbia Graduate School of Business:
The sign of Hermes adopted by the Columbia Graduate School of Business is associated with trade, com-
merce and travel. Used as a symbol of excellence, it serves as a fitting symbol of the business school.
J
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October 12, 2003

The Friends of Hellenic Studies at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey
will present:

PAIDEIA: A Tribute to Rev. Dr. Demetrios J. Constantelos
Scholar, Teacher, and Community Leader

Banquet Luncheon with Special Guests and Presentations

Sunday, October 12, 2003
2:00-4:30pm at the College

Please join the Friends of Hellenic Studies as we pay tribute to Rev. Dr. Demetrios J. Constantelos for his many contribu-
tions to our community as a scholar, teacher and leader. As one of the first hired faculty members (Mayflower faculty) at
Stockton College, Rev. Dr. Constantelos has worked for over 30 years educating young and old. Over the many years,
he has touched the lives of countless people through his dedication and service, and has been instrumental in building
communities throughout New Jersey. He is the foundation of Hellenic Studies at Richard Stockton College of NJ which
is moving towards greater success. The Friends of Hellenic Studies wishes to honor this tireless individual who has con-
tributed enormously to our intellectual and spiritual well-being.

For information, please contact the Office of College Development, 609-652-4528.

Mr. Petros Andreanidis and Mr. Peter Mitoulis
Chairpersons

Proceeds to benefit the Hellenic Studies Fund of The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey Foundation
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On Thursday November 6 the Stockton Philosophical Society treated
Stockton students and others to the play “Socrates on Trial” presented
by the Educational Theater of New York. Socrates, an Athenian philoso-
pher, was brought to trial in 399 B.C. for reasons which some dispute
even today. While the charge was impiety, there may have been political
and personal motivations behind the trial. Five hundred of his fellow
Athenians whom he routinely examined in search of truth and wisdom
acted as his jury and voted by a majority that he was guilty. Afterwards,
they voted again and condemned Socrates to death.

Adapted from several of Plato’s Dialogues by Barbara Bregstein,
the play chronicled the trial and execution of Socrates. Well-credited
actors recreated the dialogues and brought new life to the story of
Socrates. The audience, which nearly filled the 550 seat Stockton
Performing Arts Center, acted as the jury. Socrates and his accusers

appealed directly to those in the audience as if they had been there in 399 B.C.

The play began with Socrates examining Cebes (Anthony DeLuca) in his normal fashion. Those in the audience who had known nothing
of Socrates before the play were familiarized with his methods of questioning. While his questions challenged the beliefs of those with whom he
conversed, they rarely produced definitive answers. After conversing with Socrates, one was usually left with only more questions, but neverthe-
less Socrates would have been pleased to have made someone think rather than accept doctrinal belief without question.

When the trial had gotten underway, the audience was introduced to the charges. The accusers explained how Socrates had acted impiously and
encouraged the audience to rid Athens of Socrates for corrupting the youth. Meletus (Derek Devareaux) seemed to be influenced by the other
unnamed accuser (Robert F. Saunders) who represented the great prejudice against Socrates already present in the city of Athens.

Then Socrates himself took the stand. David Arthur Brachach brought to life the character as he made his defense. Socrates explained to
the jury, the audience, why he would not abandon his ways. He would never stop examining people whom he thought might know mor









emotional times; and corresponding exhibit
the two sides of the coin of life;

Greek Habits: expecting to be asked per-
sonal questions and, for instance, share with
them information of how much money one
earns, or for whom one is going to vote in
a coming election, and answering them
without much discomfort has been part of
this great Hellenic tradition. Arguing at a
restaurant as to whom will have the privi-
lege to pay the bill, reading the newspaper
over someone’s shoulder on a bus and
having the audacity to ask the possessor of
the paper not to turn the page until he is
finished, and many other such habits are
additional characteristics of the unique
Greek character. The Greek character is such
that disagreements and arguments are very
common, but they are not vengeful. These
same individuals who were about to kill each
other , they are going to dine and have fun
together. This trait separates Greeks from
many other ethnic groups, whether from
the East or the West.

Formation and Transmission of Hellenic
Tradition: the above traditional roots, and
more, are acquired naturally, little by little
and not solely by a learning effort. Studying
of Greek tradition may help the understand-
ing of it, but it is only the daily living experi-
ence that will captivate and incorporate.
Once that happens, the absence of this
tradition makes one feel empty. Women, as
mothers, have the greatest responsibility and
indeed play the major role in the family as
transmitters of tradition and culture from one
generation to another. In a mixed-culture
marriage, the assimilation of a non-Greek
woman and the children into the husband’s
culture is much more challenging since the
woman by nature spends more time with the
children and tends to be more involved with
Church, school and community activities.

The Greatest Fraternity: Over the years, in
my personal and business travels, | came
to realize that as a man of Hellenic origin |
belong to the greatest fraternity of the world.
Regardless of where | traveled in the world,

| knew that | could go to a Greek Orthodox
Church and meet other Hellenes, or spot a
Greek-owned restaurant which | could enter
and converse in Greek, often to be treated,
along with my friends, to a special Greek dish
as part of that Greek filotimo. If no Greek
restaurants or church was available to me,
visiting a museum and seeing Hellenic art,
connected me with my roots. | often thought
that if the ancient Hellenes were not what
they really were, the world museums would
be very small.

| view the Hellenic tradition as both my
privilege and my burden to carry and trans-
mit to my next generation. This, in spite of
the fact that many of us Hellenes who, while
immersed and preoccupied with the realities
of trying to make a living in a modern world,
neglect to make the extra effort necessary to
live in a quality manner.

If some interpret the above as some-
what chauvinistic, the only thing | would
say is that the intent is to live by ways which
have had the test and improvements of time
and preserve the best of our roots. In this
manner, we combine the best of the Hellenic
culture with the best of what America offers.
However, people are free to trade gold for
silver or less. Ignorance of the Hellenic tradi-
tion brings about lack of appreciation which,
in turn, can lead to undervaluing.

I should point out that Greek origin is
not a prerequisite to believing and belonging
to the Greek tradition and culture. A genuine
interest and an active effort to get completely
immersed and become part of the Hellenic
culture, including the Greek language and
religion, are the necessary requirements. As
such, I subscribe wholeheartedly to Isocrates
of some 2300 years ago, who defined a
Hellene not by one’s genealogical tree but
as a person who partakes of Greek Paideia
-education and culture.

We can point to key examples of non-
Greek spouses who have done very well in
adopting and living the Greek culture with
joy and happiness; but many mixed-culture
marriages end or live with unhappiness
because the non-Greek spouse has grossly
underestimated the power of the Hellenic
culture and Greek Orthodoxy. | have seen

THE
HELLENIC t
o<Ce

Hellenes, married to non-Greeks, living
outside or peripherally to the Greek Or-
thodox community, getting very emotional
and nostalgic at Easter services, which they
seem to attend without their non-involved
spouses and children. Orthodoxy and
Greek culture are like conscience; they
can be suppressed but never erased
from the hearts of those who have come
to know them, Greeks and non-Greeks
alike. Paraphrasing Alexander the Great’s
speech at Opis some 2300 years ago, not
all Hellenes deserve the title of a Hellene
but many non-Greeks qualify very well by
their knowledge and attitude.

For all of us to qualify for the title, we must
hold the points discussed above as the
ideal targets, and must demand excellence
from ourselves and our respective leader-
ship in the quality of living. Then we can
say we are good human beings because
we value philomatheia - love of learning,
philotimia - love of honor, honorbound,
dignity, pride, and having a clean name
or reputation, philoxenia - love of being
hospitable, especially to strangers and
the needy, and philophronesis -love of
prudence and common sense. As such, we
don’t only know how a Greek heart beats
but it really beats Hellenically in a cultural
and educational sense.” q

Read more about
the new
AFGLC-Interdisciplinary
Center for .
Hellenic Studies in our
A, NS J X
~ upcoming issue of
. Hellenic Voice







