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Director’s Welcome Message
Welcome to the Graduate Research Symposium at Stockton University. Today, 
we celebrate the journey and accomplishments of our graduate students who have 
engaged in research within the past year. Designing and conducting research can be 
a challenging and rewarding part of this academic journey and tonight signifies the 
culmination of one’s empirical quest and capstone experience. I must acknowledge 
that this research could not have been possible without the dedicated assistance of 
faculty mentors who have shared their own passion, curiosity, and knowledge with 
these distinguished scholars. 

The Spring 2018 presenters include students from nine distinct programs: American 
Studies, Business Administration, Communication Disorders, Criminal Justice, Data 
Science and Strategic Analytics, Education, Instructional Technology, Occupational 
Therapy and Physical Therapy. Their projects signify their commitments to 
practitioner-based research, academic excellence, and are comprised in the oral 
and poster presentations listed within this booklet. We celebrate the diversity, 
innovativeness of the research presented this evening, and promote interdisciplinary 
research conversations among the campus community.

We honor Stockton University’s commitment to the research projects presented 
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Graduate Research Symposium 
Campus Center, April 25, 2018

-AGENDA-

6:00 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.	 Welcoming Remarks	 Campus Center		
		  Event Room

6:15 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.	 Poster Session	 Campus Center		
		  Event Room

Doctor of Physical �erapy

Master of Arts in American Studies		  (CC-M5)

Master of Arts in Criminal Justice

Master of Arts in Education 

Master of Arts in Instructional Technology 

Master of Business Administration

Master of Science in Communication Disorders

Master of Science in Data Science & Strategic Analytics

Master of Science in Occupational �erapy

6:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.	 Announcement of Awards	 Campus Center
		  Event Room

�e names in this program are those of graduate student presenters as of April 9, 2018.
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-Presentations-

Doctor of Physical Therapy 
 
Shannon Adams, Emily Della Fave, Andrea Olsen, & Adelina Redzepi 
Advisor: Dr. Mary Lou Galantino | Poster Number: 1 
Title: Namaste Away from Experiencing Hot Flashes

Many women begin to suffer from depression and anxiety during and after 
menopause due to the persistent side effects and a perceived sense of forfeiture from 
youth and maternal purpose. Many women are turning towards yoga to incorporate 
breathing techniques, meditation, and postural positions to decrease pain, anxiety, 
and fatigue while improving quality of life.

The purpose of this research was to determine if yoga is more effective at improving 
quality of life in postmenopausal women compared to therapeutic exercise. A 
literature search was performed using the databases Pubmed, Cinahl, and Medline 
Plus. Two systematic reviews were found in addition to randomized controlled trials, 
pilot studies, and two mixed-method studies.

The population of this study was defined as peri-menopausal, menopausal, or 
postmenopausal women ages 40-65 experiencing menopausal symptoms. There was 
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Rachelbeth Brignola and Cassandra Hrusko  
Advisor: Dr. Mary Lou Galantino | Poster Number: 3 
Title: Hippotherapy and Child with Cerebral Palsy
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Adam Popowitz, Distinguished Research Fellowship Recipient  
Advisor: Dr. Lauren Del Rossi, Dr. Mary Lou Galantino,  
& Dr. Patricia McGinnis | Poster Number: 6
Title: Providing Care that Transcends Language and Culture: Attitudes Toward 
Interprofessional Health Care Teams in Colombia, South America

This study examined attitudes of students within a school of health sciences toward 
interprofessional health care teams prior to and after completion of a one week 
clinical and didactic interprofessional experience in Colombia, South America. 
This experience permitted students from various healthcare disciplines to interact 
with professionals and students from multiple disciplines who had different 
cultural values and linguistic characteristics. This collaboration occurred with 
patients/clients with a different culture and primary language while promoting IPE 
emphasizing the core competencies of values/ethics, communication, professional 
roles and responsibilities, and teamwork within a culturally diverse environment. 
IPE is an integral part of accreditation standards for health professional programs. 
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Master of Arts in Education
Helmer Acevedo-Reyes 
Advisor: 
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observe the effect of Class Dojo on students’ behaviors, which would be to assist 
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made an impactful difference in students’ knowledge of selected tier II words. 
Participants were fifteen preschool children, aged four to five years old, enrolled in 
a public preschool program in an urban section of Southern NJ. The researcher was 
the students’ teacher, a certified teacher in the state of New Jersey, with four years 
teaching experience. The researcher explicitly taught the new vocabulary during 
read-aloud, led the children through an extension strategy to further reinforce the 
vocabulary word, and then re-tested after eight weeks. Pre- and post-test vocabulary 
assessment data, reflective logs, and video recordings were analyzed and results 
indicated that after receiving explicit vocabulary instruction and extension activities, 
students improved their expressive and receptive vocabulary skills.

Dan Dreher 
Advisor: Dr. Priti Haria | Poster Number: 14 
Title: Analyze & Summarize Historical Texts: To Improve Reading 
Comprehension of High School Students

In a resource-level World History classroom, high school students were struggling to 
effectively answer questions based on reading passages. The purpose of this research 
was to explicitly teach analytical and summarizing skills to improve comprehension 
of historical texts. The teacher focused on the following three criteria: a) accuracy; 
b) relevance; and c) significance over a period of eight weeks in order for students to 
critically analyze the historical text. The components of explicit instruction involved 
building background knowledge, explaining, implementing teacher-led and student-
led models, introducing guided practice, and assigning independent practice. The 
students were given plenty of opportunities throughout the eight weeks to learn and 
practice the analytical and summarizing skills using historical text. The following 
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narratives. At the conclusion of the intervention, pre- and post-intervention data 
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Jodi Lamoreux 
Advisor: Dr. Priti Haria | Poster Number: 18 
Title: Improving Vocabulary: Breaking Down in Order to Build Up

The goal of this research project was to teach High School students to analyze the 
structure of multisyllabic words to improve their vocabulary skills in a biology 
resource room setting, and in turn, this helped students to comprehend complex 
science text. The instruction in structural analysis focused on derivation (Greek 
and Latin) and structure of words (i.e., prefixes, suffixes and roots). Ten Students 
with Disabilities in a 9th grade biology classroom participated in this research. 
The ages of the participants ranged from 14 to 16 years of age. Both qualitative 
and quantitative measures were used to collect and analyze data to determine the 
impact of instruction: a.) reflection logs from my teaching, b) video recordings 
during vocabulary instruction, c) data charts with pre and post test scores, and d) 
pictures, of  Student portfolios. The timeline for the intervention was 12 weeks, 
and took approximately 20 minutes during pre lessons (activation or engagement 
portion of the lesson). This class met 3-4 times per week depending on the block 
schedule, and each class was approximately 50 minutes long. The analysis of data 
showed that instruction in structural analysis improved student performance on 
vocabulary skills,, decreased the need for multiple accommodations, and increased 
the number of independent learners. As a result, of the intervention, students’ 
analysis of multisyllabic words improved their vocabulary skills and assisted in 
comprehension of complex science texts. 

Lisa Magliano 
Advisor:
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Luanna Miller 
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Leb9 Leb9 Leb9 9 L| (9)( )0
0.013 Tc 0 Tw 9.5 0 0 9.5 76.4397 550.518uanna Miller
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Marie Sedberry 
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Lebak | Poster Number: 24 
Title: Implementing Teacher Professional Learning Communities: Changing 
the Structure and Content of Preschool Teacher Grade-Level Meetings after 
Professional Development on Professional Learning Communities

The purpose of this project was to explore the implementation of teacher 
professional learning communities, more specifically, the change in structure 
and content of grade level PLCs after a series of professional development on 
professional learning communities in four school buildings with fifteen preschool 
teachers. Teachers attended seven professional development sessions and monthly 
coaching sessions on professional learning communities, in addition, teachers 
met as professional learning communities at grade level meetings weekly over a 
six-month period. Video and audio recordings, reflective logs, teacher interviews, 
pre- and post-questionnaires, evaluations, rubrics, and checklists were collected and 
analyzed. Three overall themes emerged: 1) coaching was essential for transferring 
professional learning communities from professional development sessions to the 
implementation of effective grade level PLCs, 2) the use of data and resources 
in professional development transferred to grade level PLCs, and 3) professional 
development was instrumental in the implementation of PLCs. The results 
indicated professional development of the implementation of professional learning 
communities, specifically in relation to content and structure, transferred to the 
implementation of more effective grade level PLCs.

Joanne Smith 
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Lebak | Poster Number: 25 
Title: Engaging Students in the Classroom with the Use of Added Technology

This study examined the incorporation of technology in the classroom in an effort 
to produce a more student-centered environment while still keeping the students 
engaged in the learning. After collecting initial evidence, most lessons utilized 
direct instruction, and did not allow the students to fully be involved in the lesson. 
After documenting the amount of captivated students and measuring the level of 
work produced, it was evident that the students were not engaged or motivated. 
They were easily distracted, did not produce sufficient work, and relied heavily on 
the teacher for help. With that said, this paper will answer the following question: 
How does implementing a series of activities, such as use of blogging and digital 
worksheets, increase student comprehension of content and therefore, engagement? 
Twenty-three students participated in the study.  Reflective journals, videos, and 
student artifacts were collected. The students performed multiple web quests and 
virtual field trips, completed digital worksheets, and engaged in blogging tasks on 
our Google Classroom. As a result of the added technology, students were more fully 
engaged in the lesson, excited to voice their opinion and have their voice heard, and 
ultimately felt more involved in the class.
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Tia Tilton 
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Lebak | Poster Number: 26 
Title: The Effect of Academic Language on Student Achievement in a Middle 
School Resource Mathematics Classroom

Deficits in academic language have lasting effects on student achievement. This 
paper addresses the correlation between embedding academic language into 
instructional lessons in the classroom environment and their effect on student 
outcomes. The research was conducted in a middle school resource mathematics 
classroom with nine students, all presenting with special needs. Reflective journals, 
student artifacts, observation logs and pre/post assessments in the form of Extended 
Constructed Responses were analyzed using qualitative methods. The research 
took place over three units of study. Through the use of graphic organizers and 
stations, students were explicitly introduced to mathematical language. As a result 
of the study, three themes emerged; student use of classroom resources increased 
student understanding and positively affected student achievement, student use of 
appropriate academic vocabulary increased in written explanations from pre to post 
assessments, and increased command of academic vocabulary positively correlated 
with student success. This paper provides direction for future research on the effects 
of academic language in all subject areas and provides educators with practical 
methods to integrate academic language in their classrooms.

Gloria Vegliante-Cooper 
Advisor: Dr. Priti Haria | Poster Number: 27 
Title: Slaying the Comprehension Giant with the Slingshot of Explicit 
Instruction in Summarizing

The focus of the study was to teach summarizing strategies to help the students to 
comprehend non-fiction texts, especially in social studies. Seventeen sixth grade 
students from the inclusive classroom participated in this research study. The 
teacher gathered and analyzed qualitative data such as videos, reflection logs, student 
artifacts, as well as quantitative data such as pre-test and post-tests to measure their 
ability to summarize non-fiction passages. The teacher used explicit instructional 
method to teach the students summarizing strategies to comprehend non-fiction 
texts. The summarizing strategy was divided into the following steps:  a) read 
the non-fiction texts; b) while reading text, use guided questions to identify and 
highlight the important information and to cross out the unimportant information; 
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Kirsten Dipatri  
Advisor: Dr. Amy Ackerman | Easel Number: 2 
Title: Creating Instructional Training Guide Modules to Assist the Content 
Managers of the Stockton University Web Pages
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Kathleen MacPhee  
Advisor: Dr. Jung Lee and Dr. Philip Tietjen | Easel Number: 4 
Title: Formative Feedback and Math Anxiety

Math anxiety is a problem that affects many students and can impact their ability 
to successfully learn math. This study examines the effect of using formative 
assessments and feedback to reduce math anxiety. A math anxiety scale was used as 
a needs assessment tool to assess levels of math anxiety for 76 high school seniors. 
The results showed that 47% of the students reported above average levels of math 
anxiety. Additionally, a survey was given to high school math teachers to further 
assess the need for this study. All teachers reported seeing signs of math anxiety in 
their students. To address this problem, students were give small, frequent formative 
assessments via the online assessment tool, Edulastic. Students were then provided 
with feedback on these assessments through written, one-on-one verbal, and 
group communication. At the conclusion of the study, students were again given a 
math anxiety scale. The results showed a 24% decrease in the number of students 
experiencing above average levels of math anxiety.  

Kathryn McGroarty 
Advisor: Dr. Jung Lee and Dr. Philip Tietjen | Easel Number: 5 
Title: Effects of Grouping on Coding With Primary Students

Recent studies show that providing students with knowledge and strategies to 
incorporate coding across the curriculum in a collaborative, small group working 
environment, will lead to higher level thinking skills, as well as real world problem 
solving skills. Similarly, through analyzing and explaining their ideas to others and 
participating in shared-learning activities with their peers, students can learn a great 
deal. This study explores the effects of teaching coding to primary school students 
with the use of Dash robots using a collaborative grouping approach. A total of 60 
third grade students from a primary school in southern New Jersey participated in 
this study. The research questions focused on: (1) How does collaborative group 
work affect coding instruction among 3rd grade students? (2) When teaching 
coding, will the utilization of collaborative grouping improve problem solving skills, 
and increase participation and motivation, in turn, leading to enhanced academic 
achievement? To explore these questions, a teacher-researcher introduced the lesson, 
modeled several functions, grouped students into small academic leveled groups, 





21

created timelines mapping out a historical event and bringing it up to present day. 
They then had to explain how the historical event impacted the current event. The 
results showed that analogies and discussion had a positive effect on the students 
connecting the past and the present. Their timeline scores increased by 53% 
(11th grade) and 14% (12th grade) and they were able to present fully completed 
timelines that showed how historical events have impacted the world we live in 
today. Students’ confidence levels in their ability to explain historical, current 
events, and connections between historical and current events also increased.  
Students also showed growth in their ability to demonstrate making connections 
between the past and present, where prior to this study only 13% were able to make 
complete connections and at the end of the study 45% were able to make complete 
connections between the past and present. 

Christopher Yoder  
Advisor: Dr. Jung Lee and Dr. Philip Tietjen | Easel Number: 9 
Title: Novakian Concept Maps in the Social Studies Classroom

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of using a Novakian Graphic 
Organizer on 4th grade students’ achievement in Social Studies topics and perceived 
cognitive load. Two groups (experimental and control) from a public school in New 
Jersey took part in the study. A total of 60 students were included in the study with 
18 students being in the experimental group. A mixed method research design was 
utilized. The study was conducted in totality over a 9 week period during the 2017-
2018 school year. The instructional design of using a graphic organizer for note 
taking was used in the experimental group, while standard outline format for note 
taking was used in the control group of the study. For each Social Studies lesson, 
the researcher used the same lessons for both groups, but exclusively used graphic 
organizers with the experimental group. At the end of the unit, the same summative 
assessment was given to all classes. After the completion of the treatment, a student 
survey using a subjective rating scale was administered to both groups to measure 
students’ cognitive load. This survey asked for student’s views and opinions related 
to the treatment. Statistical mean difference was obtained for all tests in favor of 
the experimental group. In addition, the quantitative data findings were supported 
by the qualitative data analysis results found in the student survey and the teacher’s 
observations. It can be concluded that note taking and studying using graphic 
organizers is effective in increasing assessment scores in the Social Studies classroom.
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hard of hearing, and non-hearing. Sign language provides a richer language base 
that is earned through the utilization of additional sensory channels. This study 
will describe how and to what extent SLPs are implementing sign language in the 
treatment of clients. The SLPs’ opinions of sign language will be identified as well 
as the reasons behind learning or not learning the language. Determining the use 
of sign language will create a better understanding for speech-language pathologists 
entering the field to identify if it is a necessary language to learn.

Sara Vetrecin  
Advisor: Dr. Monika Pawlowska & Amanda Copes | Poster Number: 32 
Title: Reliability of Perceptual Ratings of Speech Sound Productions Given  
via Telepractice

This project explores the reliability of speech sound production ratings given via 
telepractice. No current evidence reports reliability of speech sound production 
ratings in telepractice service delivery models. Five speech-language pathologists 
rated a total of 96 audio-recorded stimuli as correct or incorrect productions. Stimuli 
were productions of /tʃ/ and /dʒ/ in nonsense syllables by a client with a lateral 
lisp who received electropalatography treatment via telepractice. Speech-language 
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Tarak Pandya 
Advisor: Dr. Russell Manson | Table Number: 2 
Title:
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competencies. Statistical analysis was run to analyze the data to determine any 
significant findings. In addition, the qualitative data was coded for themes regarding 
student perspectives.

Allie Bennett, Jillian Sorrentino, Carla-Marie Stamboni, Kelsey Topham,  
& Sabrina Walter  
Advisor: Dr. Victoria Schindler | Poster Number: 35 
Title: Self-Perceived Improvements in Occupational Performance of Students 
in the Skills for Success Program as Measured by the Canadian Occupational 
Performance Measure (COPM)

The Skills for Success program is a supported education program created for 
Stockton University undergraduate students with autism spectrum disorder, learning 
disabilities, and/or mental health diagnoses. Each student enrolled was paired 
with a second year Master of Science in Occupational Therapy (MSOT) student 
for weekly or twice weekly one-on-one mentoring. The Canadian Occupational 
Performance Measure (COPM) was administered by the mentors to the mentees 
at the beginning of the semester and the end of the semester to obtain outcome 
measures of improvements in occupational performance over time. The COPM 
is a quantitative and qualitative instrument used to identify students’ perceptions 
of their current occupational performance and determine relevant goals. Using 
information obtained from the COPM, mentors and mentees collaborated to 
develop client-centered goals for the semester in time management and organization, 
study skills, writing skills, and/or self-interest topics. Pre and post COPM scores 
were compared using a Wilcoxon non-parametric test and were found to be both 
clinically and statistically significant for improvement in student perception of 
overall occupational performance as college students.

Kristine Blanco, Angelina Caravello, Carissa Clayton, Marlaina Kedersha, & 
Asif Rizvi  
Advisor: Dr. Victoria Schindler | Poster Number:  36 
Title: Measuring Occupational Therapy Students’ Comfort with the Mental  
Health Population

The purpose of this study was to understand the level of comfort and open-
mindedness students from the Master of Science in Occupational Therapy Program 
(MSOT) have towards working with individuals diagnosed with mental illness. 
Demographic data was collected on the MSOT student population. The Student 
Comfort with Mental Illness Scale and the Opening Minds Scale for Health 
Care Providers (OMS-HC) were used to gather quantitative pre and post data on 
MSOT student level of comfort and open-mindedness over the course of 2 years. 
In addition, pre and post qualitative data was collected focusing on understanding 
the students’ prior experience and comfort level towards people with mental illness.
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Brittany Bon, Leonard Calalang, Tyler Jeklinski, Jia Liang,  
& Froza Mercado   
Advisor: Dr. Victoria Schindler | Poster Number:  37 
Title: Colombia, SA: Development of Competencies for Global Engagement 
Scale (DCGE)

This study aimed to further understand the experience of a week long learning 
abroad trip to Colombia on  20 MSOT students’ personal perception of cultural 
competencies, including dispositions, knowledge, skills, and attitudes. More 
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students’ level of understanding of their own skills, knowledge, and awareness of 
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Save the Date: 
Fall 2018  

Graduate Research Symposium
December 3, 2018

Thank you
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