
Supplemental Document for GIS 3XXX Poisons for Good and Evil 
Melanie Schroer, Biology, NAMS 

 

Course Description, continued. 

 big ideas and draft their summaries. Just as with the Blinks, the students will 
�F�R�P�S�R�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���D�X�G�L�R���³�%�O�L�S�V�´���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�R�R�N�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���F�O�D�V�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���O�L�V�W�H�Q��
to these audio book summaries about poisons. These activities enhance �W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
literacy, teach them how to glean the most relevant information from a large volume of text, and 
expose them to dozens of perspectives on poisons (more books than they would read during one 
semester).  



Example Books Students May Select for Blips Project 

Ecology, Evolution, or Examples of Poisonous Organisms 

https://www.betterworldbooks.com/search/results?q=Marie-Monique%20Robin
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/search/results?q=Marie-Monique%20Robin
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=davis%20frederick%20rowe&cm_sp=det-_-bdp-_-author
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=davis%20frederick%20rowe&cm_sp=det-_-bdp-_-author
https://play.google.com/store/books/author?id=Jonathon+Miller+Weisberger
https://play.google.com/store/books/author?id=Jonathon+Miller+Weisberger
https://play.google.com/store/books/author?id=Jonathon+Miller+Weisberger
https://play.google.com/store/books/author?id=Jonathon+Miller+Weisberger
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/christopher---joyce/3502321/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/christopher---joyce/3502321/
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&sxsrf=ALeKk01KbXoPnvk5KFGtGPnJ3MmYmmr4_g:1612539154101&q=inauthor:%22Deborah+Blum%22&tbm=bks
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&sxsrf=ALeKk01KbXoPnvk5KFGtGPnJ3MmYmmr4_g:1612539154101&q=inauthor:%22Deborah+Blum%22&tbm=bks
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&hl=en&sxsrf=ALeKk02g6pP1B1Fti1pwykSDwxdLA3aVsw:1612539370262&q=inauthor:%22Mahdi+Balali-Mood%22&tbm=bks
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&hl=en&sxsrf=ALeKk02g6pP1B1Fti1pwykSDwxdLA3aVsw:1612539370262&q=inauthor:%22Mahdi+Balali-Mood%22&tbm=bks


Draft Schedule for GIS 3XXX Poisons for Good and Evil Course: 
 

Week Main Topic 
Additional concepts, 
terms Possible Reading, Resources 

Possible 
Assessment/Activity Type 

1 

How do we see 
poisons? 

Perspectives from 
the Media, 

Literature, Film, etc. 

Information literacy 

Romeo & Juliet, Alice in 
Wonderland, Game of Thrones, 

Requiem for a Dream, Harry 
Potter 

1 page reaction paper on 
personal perception of 
poison (reference the 

media or experiences that 
have led to this opinion) 

2 
What is a poison? 

The science of 
receptors and ligands 

antagonists, agonists, 
toxicology 

Excerpt from: Toxicology by Gary 
D. Osweiler 

Quiz  

3 
Why do poisons 

exist?  

Plant/animal defense 
mechanisms, 
coevolution, 

competition, mimicry 

 Excerpts from Plants That Kill by 
Dauncey and Larsson, Springer 
Reference Series on Poisons 

Select a book to "Blip" by 
week 13 

4 
Journal: Why did poisons 
evolve? 

5 

Human use of 
nature's poisons 

harvest for poison or 
medicine (holistic or 
conventional--what's 

the difference?), drugs 

 NatGeo Article: Pick Your 
Poison�v 12 Toxic Tales, Excerpt 
from Botanical Miracles: The 

Chemistry of Plants That Changed 
the World by Cooper and Deakin 

March Madness of 
"Wicked" Plants 

6 

Journal: Discuss what you 
learned about a poison 

this week. Did you see this 
substance as a chemical 
before these lessons? 

7 



12 
Environmental 
Justice/Racism 

Excerpts from Exposure by 
Robert Bilott, 
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GENERAL STUDIES AGREEMENT FORM 
For New General Studies Courses 

Please complete and attach all materials for your General Studies Course P

https://www.stockton.edu/general-studies/gens-course-proposals.html


�3�D�J�H����������
�8�S�G�D�W�H�G����������������

GENERAL STUDIES NEW COURSE PROPOSAL FORM 

These sections should be completed by the faculty/staff member proposing the course. 

Acronym Course Level (1XXX 2XXX 3XXX 4XXX 5XXX 6XXX) Credits

Schedule Type

Instructor Name Program School

Complete Course Title (30 characters maximum)

Prerequisite 

If yes, list prerequisite by Acronym & Number

Course Status:�� New�� Adapted��

NOTE: All Subscript designations and/or W/Q approvals must be submitted through the appropriate Convenor.

Course Description for the Bulletin – must be approximately 45 words

Lecture (1-5) Seminar (0-6) Tutorial (7) Independent study (8) Internship (9)

https://www.stockton.edu/general-studies/gens-course-proposals.html


�3�D�J�H����������
�8�S�G�D�W�H�G����������������

General Studies Category��
Identify and explain the���X�B�Z�T���J�O���X�I�J�D�I���U�I�F���D�P�V�S�T�F���G�J�U�T���U�I�F���T�F�M�F�D�U�F�E  (GAH, GEN, GIS, GNM or GSS):

1.

�4�F�M�F�D�U��Course Category:

Explanation of chosen course category:

Course Proposal Narrative
Explain the new learning opportunities provided by the course and the interdisciplinary nature of the course; in addition provide 
a course outline/syllabus, including overall organization of the course – learning modules, breakdown of the in-class and out of 
class work -- readings and assignment descriptions; please refer to the document entitled “

Ü
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3.Interdisciplinary Nature:D i � e r e n c e  f r o m  a  P r o g r a m  C o u r s e  i n  a n  A c a d e m i c  D i s c i p l i n e Describe the ways in which the course is di�erent in content, goals, and objectives from a Program course in a discipline:

2.Course Description

(250-300 word explanation of the course, overall focus, and academic rationale):

https://www.stockton.edu/general-studies/gens-course-proposals.html
https://www.stockton.edu/general-studies/gens-course-proposals.html
https://www.stockton.edu/general-studies/gens-course-proposals.html


�3�D�J�H����������

Alignment of Course Goals to Assignments4.

General Studies Objectives
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