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interventions in underserved 
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communicate the story of the threat to 
public health these communities face due 
to climate change by producing either a 
brief (approximately one-page) webpage 
or a brief social media campaign. The 
purpose of this digital communication is 
to make the threats to public health from 
climate change “relatable, local, and 
personal” by forging “an emotive 
connection, get[ing] the audience to care, 
and mak
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that may have occurred before they were 
alive or aware of the significance of those 
events in shaping our world today. The 
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Part 1. Introduce the public health approach to prevention, specifically violence prevention 
(week 5)  

Beginning in week 5, as outlined in the attached syllabus, we will cover the Public Health 
Approach to Violence Prevention. Students will work independently before class to complete a 
brief training on this topic, available through the CDC, and will be assigned several supportive 
readings to help introduce the topic. In class I will lecture and facilitate class discussions to 
reinforce how the PH Approach is used to define the problem (the who-what-where-when-
how), identify risk and protective factors (the why), and identify and promote widespread 
adoption of interventions to address the problem of firearm violence. Reviewers are welcome 
to review my Spring 2023 lecture/class discussion on this topic here. By the end of week 5, 
students will know how to apply the PH Approach to Prevention, using the example of firearm 
violence in the state of NJ. Together we will complete a “worksheet” to break down each step 
of the analysis using PH Approach to Prevention; this will serve as a template/starting point for 
all three health communication assignments, including the fact sheet assignment described in 
detail here, as all of the health communication assignments are grounded in an understanding 

https://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/apps/principles-of-prevention/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OuUY3miexbzwwZkYMise5Hgvk1gPqMBo_HvwAcMMT3s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J-zTiDhGlQQs84CECFNQqRPqSOEqMVfeX_bDpjGJ2XU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lCuy8zP_2xqIKHH9gDn5AmYCriF7fn_xF0M5XM8jnTw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cdc.gov/ccindex/pdf/clear-communication-user-guide.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/clearwriting/docs/health-comm-playbook-508.pdf
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/resources/plain-language-for-public-health/
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/resources/plain-language-for-public-health/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lCuy8zP_2xqIKHH9gDn5AmYCriF7fn_xF0M5XM8jnTw/edit?usp=sharing
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Next, I will review a series of questions about perceptions and feedback on the document, like 
“what do you think the goal of this content is?” and “what would you do if you read this 
document” (see page 2 of our PH Communications Review Form and Checklist). Finally, using 
the checklist on page 3, we will complete a quick checklist and evaluate specific elements of the 
sample checklist on a 1-
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Assessment and instructor feedback  

I will use the checklist on page three of the review form and checklist for grading. The weight of 
various sections is described on the table, but the most important section is identification and 
meeting the needs of the audience.  

Example Lesson Plan 2. Introducing the First-Person Account of History (Interview 
and Presentation) assignments   
Goals: The goals for this lesson are to introduce how to write an empirically grounded interview 
protocol, conduct an effective interview, and then present the findings effectively in a poster.  

Supports Assignment: This lesson plan, which will be broken down over three class meetings, 
supports the two assignments that comprise our first-person account of history, the Interview 
and Presentation. The purpose of these assignments is to gather information for a first-person 
account of history via an effective interview and synthesize that information with research on 
the facts surrounding the public health crisis of their choice and present their findings in a 
poster.  

Supports Student Learning Outcomes (from the course syllabus): 
• Students will identify, describe, and analyze in writing, events of historical and contemporary significance in 

the practice of public health.  
• Students will study, infer and predict potential lessons learned from various public health crises to understand 

not only what happened as a result of specific crises, but also how opportunities to learn from public health 
crises and affect change may be missed.  

• Students will write and present their unique description of a public health crisis, including the potential 
lessons learned and how we might prevent similar events in the future, following the Public Health Approach 
to Prevention and first-person account of history.    

Facilitation:  

By this point in the semester, the students will have completed three graded health 
communication assignments, in addition to their “journal” entries on Blackboard, so they will 
be well-practiced. We will all know each other better, and greater trust will have developed 
between classmates and with me. All of this should help me lay a solid foundation as we pivot 
to these final two major assignments.  

In week 12, we will review the Interview assignment (included in this application) and talk 
about effective interview questions and strategies. I will begin by sharing an example of 
interviews used to gather first-person accounts of public health history (e.g., 
https://www.hearmenowstories.org/hear-me-now-stories/caretaker-at-heart/).  

Next, in week 12, students will work in small groups considering, writing, and revising interview 
questions. We may refer to the examples above and reflect on both the questions and the 
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answers used in those interviews. Students will begin to draft sample questions, based on the 
topic/population they have selected for these two assignments. For example, if students want 
to write about the early days of the HIV epidemic, they can write a sample question they might 
use to interview a relative or older friend about their memories or experiences at that time.  

Students will work together (think/pair/share) and then I will lead a larger class discussion. We 
will provide suggestions or feedback to our classmates about how to write restricted (vs. 
vague), open-ended, objectively worded interview questions. While students will be 
encouraged to ask “follow-up questions” in the moment, I want to help them create a 
thoughtful protocol in preparation for the interview.  

After their think/pair/share time, in order not to “contaminate” their creativity in question 
writing, I will share with them some resources on first-person accounts of history and how to 
write effective interview questions, including:  

Examples of first-
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However, the first person account of history is different from the other health communications 
because students will rely on the interview results to tell a story relevant to the public health 
crisis of their choice, as described on pages 16-20 of the Health Communications Playbook. The 
presentation of the first-person account of public health history-

https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/clearwriting/docs/health-comm-playbook-508.pdf
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summer, based on student feedback, and my own. I am hopeful this improvement process makes the 
class more rewarding for me and for the students for future offerings.  
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Public Health Crisis GNM 2176 
Fall 2023 Course Syllabus 

Wednesdays, 11:20am-12:35pm, Room XXXX  
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https://www.stockton.edu/return/faq.html
https://www.stockton.edu/return/faq.html
https://www.stockton.edu/return/kn95-information.html
https://www.stockton.edu/wellness-center/disability-services/accommodation-process.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.stockton.edu/dean-of-students/
https://stockton.edu/return/student-assistance.html
https://www.stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/procedures/2018.pdf
https://www.stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/procedures/2018.pdf
https://www.stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/procedures/2020.pdf
https://www.stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/procedures/2030.pdf
https://www.stockton.edu/registrar/academic-calendar/index.php
https://www.stockton.edu/return/
https://www.stockton.edu/return/
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technology equipment and digital resources.  Students may use email, the general course discussion board and virtual 
office hours to speak with course faculty. 

This class involves interactive lecture with experiential learning including multimedia and computer-based materials and 
activities.  Experiential learning includes large and small group activities, partner activities, simulations, presentations, 
role playing, educational games, discussion and other adult learning activities.  Active learning occurs with class 
activities, self-study assignm

https://stockton.edu/general-studies/gens-course-proposals.html
https://stockton.edu/general-studies/gens-course-proposals.html
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R2 – Race and/or Racism Education-Across-the-Curriculum courses focus on disciplinary or interdisciplinary 
content. They use the study of race and racism education as a way of learning about another subject (i.e., 
history, chemistry, social work, or marketing).  

In this course (GNM 2176) explicit connections will be made between ideas about race and racism education and 
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6. Students will closely analyze written texts, develop their health communications products suitable for their 
intended audience, and evaluate and synthesize their thinking and understanding through writing.   

7. Students will write and present their unique description of a public health crisis, including the potential lessons 
learned and how we might prevent similar events in the future, following the Public Health Approach to 
Prevention and first-person account of history.  
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Course Schedule 

Week Day Complete Before Class Class Topics Activities and Assignments 

1  

Sept 6 

SLO #6  

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/column-the-false-racist-theory-of-eugenics-once-ruled-science-lets-never-let-that-happen-again
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/column-the-false-racist-theory-of-eugenics-once-ruled-science-lets-never-let-that-happen-again
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/finding-your-roots-510/tuskegee-study/
https://wams.nyhistory.org/a-nation-divided/antebellum/anarcha-betsy-lucy/
https://wams.nyhistory.org/a-nation-divided/antebellum/anarcha-betsy-lucy/
https://www.npr.org/2017/02/07/513764158/remembering-anarcha-lucy-and-betsey-the-mothers-of-modern-gynecology
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/cdc-strategy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/vaccine-equity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
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Week Day Complete Before Class Class Topics Activities and Assignments 

5 

Oct 4 

 
SLO # 

4,7 

Wednesday 

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/about/publichealthapproach.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/about/publichealthapproach.html
https://www.bradyunited.org/issue/gun-violence-is-a-racial-justice-issue
https://www.bradyunited.org/issue/gun-violence-is-a-racial-justice-issue
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Week Day Complete Before Class Class Topics Activities and Assignments 

Annals of Internal 
Medicine.2015;162(7):513
–516. 

 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/eji/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/tracking/topics/EnvironmentalJustice.htm
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/learn-about-environmental-justice
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/documentary/the-power-of-big-oil/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/documentary/the-power-of-big-oil/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/race-and-climate-change/
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/climate-change-and-health-equity-key-questions-and-answers/
https://www.apha.org/-/media/files/pdf/topics/climate/apha_climate_equity_introduction.ashx?la=en&hash=B40A6A0109D9C5474B7C7362176BEA9E9DFC16CC
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/communicating-climate-change
https://climate-xchange.org/communicating-the-climate-crisis/#speak


This syllabus is subject to revisions and changes Page 10 

 

Week Day Complete Before Class Class Topics Activities and Assignments 

�x From global to local – sharing the 
stories of communities, climate change 
and action  

Peer review – Health Communication 2 

 Tuesday   
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Week Day Complete Before Class Class Topics Activities and Assignments 

Q&A for Interview & Final written 
assignments  

 Tuesday   �x Reading quiz due by 11:59pm 
�x Journal Entry 7 due by 

11:59pm 
�x Group meetings - Interview 

questions shared with your 
group for feedback 

14 

Dec 6  

SLO 
#3,5,6,7 

Wednesday �x Outline and draft your final 
written product. 

�x 

https://its.stockton.edu/
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�x Use available resources demonstrating appropriate information literacy.   
�x Plagiarism in any form is not acceptable.  

Exams: A student should make every effort to attend and take the class exam on the scheduled class day.  In the event 
of an anticipated absence, a student should provide as much advance notification as possible to the course faculty to 
develop a plan for taking the exam.   Typically, after an unexpected absence, the student takes an alternate make-up 
exam within one week of the scheduled exam. 

Course Assignments 

The following course assignments, activities, and exams result in the final grade students earn in this course.  Kindly 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5AZM5uqtSo
https://stockton.edu/registrar/academic-calendar/fall-2022.html
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Bursar’s Office The Bursar’s Office manages student financial information. Please refer to 
the ‘Bursar’ tab in the goStockton portal to view important announcements 
released from our office. Student can also view their bill, check holds, make 
payments, make deposits, enroll in a payment plan, view important dates 
and deadlines, and submit a request to add funds to their Osprey card 
through our tab in the goPortal. 
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Dean of Students The Dean of Students’ office prepares students for future professional 
growth, personal development and global challenges. Click the link for more 
information on Student Success Services (individualized mentoring to 
organize and manage educational demands and develop academic and 
career goals), EOF program (assistance to students with educational and/or 
financial challenges), emergency loan program, food assistance, and Sankofa 
(initiative for minority male students to help you transition to college).  

https://stockton.edu/dean-of-students 
(609) 652-4645 
Main Campus – Campus Center-243 

Emergency Preparedness Click link provided below for information on emergency preparedness. 
Students may register for the emergency text notification system to receive 
text message notification of school closings or emergencies on campus. 

https://www.stockton.edu/be-prepared/index.html 

Equal Opportunity & Institutional 
Compliance 

The Office of Equal Opportunity & Institutional Compliance handles concerns, 
and complaints related to discrimination and supports diversity and inclusion 
efforts. 

https://stockton.edu/diversity/index.html 
(609) 652-4693 
Main Campus - L-214 
ide@stockton.edu 

Financial Aid The Office of Financial Aid at Stockton University assists students in finding 
the best options to help them in affording the cost of a quality education. We 
assist students with all aspects of the financial aid process, including applying 
for federal, state and institutional aid programs. Learn more about the 
financial aid process at stockton.edu/fafsa 

https://stockton.edu/finaid 
(609) 652-4203  
Main Campus - Campus Center-201 

First Ospreys First Ospreys is a retention initiative that supports, celebrates, and prepares 
first-generation students within the Stockton community. Our programs and 
initiatives serve to promote strong sense of belonging among first-generation 
students as well as academic and post-graduate success.  

https://stockton.edu/first-ospreys/ 
FirstOspreys@stockton.edu 
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Global Engagement The Office of Global Engagement assists students in accessing international 
resources, exploring options for education abroad and participating in global 
learning activities. 

https://stockton.edu/global-engagement 
(609) 626-5532 
Main Campus – D- 102 

Graduate Studies Graduate studies offers assistance to students interested in exploring 
graduate programs and opportunities at Stockton.  

https://stockton.edu/graduate 
(609) 626-3640 
Main Campus - F-101 

Information Technology Services (ITS)  ITS assists students with educational computer and technology issues.  The 
ITS Help Desk is available to assist with accounts/passwords, Network/Wi-Fi 
issues, email, Blackboard, supported software and computer labs.  The 
website offers student tutorials and important technology information.  

https://its.stockton.edu 
(609) 652-4309 
HelpDesk@stockton.edu  
Main Campus - D-121 
Atlantic City –  AC-219 

Learning Access The Learning Access Program (LAP) is Stockton University's disability support 
services office. Our role is to educate, advocate and facilitate equal access 
while maintaining a welcoming, inclusive and accessible campus community. 
Contact LAP if you need course accommodations including assistance 
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Residential Life View the Residential Life website to learn more about the variety of housing 
options available in Atlantic City and on or near the Main Campus. 

https://stockton.edu/residential-life/ 
 

(609) 652-4697 
Main Campus - Lakeside Lodge 

  
(609) 652-4332 
Main Campus - Housing II – A- 100 (Freshman Dorms) 

  
(609) 761-1232 
Atlantic City Campus – AC Dorm 127 

Richard E. Bjork Library Research Resources 

The Richard E. Bjork Library provi.44 Tm-6 0 Tw (6-1.3 (.)]TJ
0 L)-5 (ibv)-5.6 (n)-6.6 lin-3 ( R)-1.4 (ah)2.2 (ac)]TJ
ET1.3 (.)]TJ
0 .



https://stockton.edu/student-affairs/index.html
https://stockton.edu/student-conduct/index.html
https://stockton.campuslabs.com/engage/
https://stockton.edu/student-development
https://stockton.edu/registrar
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Wellness Center The Wellness Center encourages the pursuit of healthier lifestyles in an 
environment that fosters positive changes and integrates wellness. Services 
include: alcohol and drug education, psychiatric, counseling, disability 
services, health education, health services, Women's, Gender & Sexuality 
Center, peer education, suicide prevention, and more. 

Please note that the Counseling Center schedules appointments and offers 
walk-in hours from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on weekdays. Already working with a 
counselor? Visit TAO (Therapy Assistance Online [TAO Self-Help]) at 
https://stockton.edu/wellness-center/therapy-assistance.html 

https://stockton.edu/wellness-center/ 
 
Health Services, Main Campus - WQ-108 | 609.652.4701 
Counseling Services, Main Campus - J-204 | 609.652.4722 

Women's, Gender and Sexuality 
Center 

The Women's, Gender & Sexuality Center empowers students who identify as 
women and all genders who identify as LGBTQIA+, victims of power-based 
personal violence, and community allies.  WGSC will accomplish this by 
promoting equality and justice, ensuring access to opportunities, and 
providing services through education and advocacy. 

https://www.stockton.edu/wgsc/ 
(609) 626-3611 
Main Campus – F- 103 

Sexual Misconduct  

The Stockton Student Senate has requested that all faculty include the following important information on our syllabi. If 
you find yourself a victim of sexual misconduct, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and/or 
stalking, the following resources are available to you at Stockton and in Atlantic County.  

CONFIDENTIAL RESOURCES: 

WGSC Hotline 609-849-8473 

Counseling Center 609-652-4722 

Avanzar (www.avanzarnow.org) 
The county domestic violence/sexual assault program 

1-800-286-4184 

NON-CONFIDENTIAL RESOURCES: 

Stockton Police 609-652-4390 

Office of Student Conduct 609-626-3585 
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Director of Title IX & 



PH Crisis (GNM 2176) Writing Assignments P a g e | 1 

Writing Assignments, Fall 2023  
1) Public Health (PH) Communication (a three-part assignment)  

Students will create three health communication products focused on PH Crises (described in detail 
below). The purpose is for students to practice written health communications. Students will begin by 
analyzing the crisis using the public health approach to prevention (define the problems, describe risk and 
protective factors, identify possible interventions (a “prevention strategy”)).  

Requirements for Health Communications   

These health communications are an opportunity for students to dive deeper into the subject of the Public 
Health Crisis, and an opportunity to practice and improve your health communication writing skills. The 
minimum grade of B will be assigned to Reflections meeting the following criteria:  

�x Meet the specific format expectations detailed below and communicated in class. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J-zTiDhGlQQs84CECFNQqRPqSO�d409 4410 O�d409 4410 O�d409 4410 O�d409 4410 O�7
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2) First person account of public health history – The interview  

This assignment is the student’s opportunity to explore a public health crisis of their choice in depth, using 
a first-person account of history. The purpose of this assignment is to gather primary information from an 
individual, then synthesize those findings with prior research and readings to support the overall 
understanding of a public health crisis.  

For this assignment students will identify an event or issue that could be described as a public health crisis 
(ask the 
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C. You will write 5-10 interview questions, using your research (part A) and the 
thoughts/suggestions described here (part B). You will share these interview questions and get 
feedback from your peers in class in week 13.  

D. Next you will identify and interview someone who can provide a first-person account using the 
questions you crafted in part C. Please get written permission (an email will suffice) for the 
interview and specify if you plan to record the interview. Ensure that your interviewee is 
comfortable with the interview format (in person, via zoom, over the phon
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First Person Account of Public Health History  Evaluation Rubric  
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 Not   
at all  

Not 
yet  

Almost   
 

Good   Excellent   Not 
applicable   

�x Where did it take place?       

�x Who were the key leaders or individuals involved in this event?       

�x What were the circumstances that led to this event taking place?       

�x How were people affected by it when it happened?       

�x Were there disparities – either in cause or effect – by race, ethnicity, socioeconomic 
status? What evidence is there that supports your understanding that disparate groups 
experienced this public health crisis differently/inequitably? 

      

�x How did life change after the event took place?       
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