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Scott Klenk
Master of Arts in Criminal Justice
Advisor: Dr. Christine Tartaro

Inmates as Employees? An Evaluation of Peer-Involved Suicide Prevention Strategies in Prisons

A variety of strategies and mechanisms have been implemented to identify, target, and prevent
suicide in correctional settings. These policies range from isolation in restrictive housing units
(RHUs), intake screening, and staff training to conduct periodic risk assessments. In recent
decades, in part due to budgetary constrictions and limited professional staff, some prions have
adopted policies that use other inmates to provide support to those on suicide watch. Perhaps the
most established of these practices is the Inmate Observer Program (IOP), established by the
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) in the 1980s. The IOP uses trained inmate observers to provide
constant supervision to inmates identified to be suicidal. There has been a lack of research
evaluating inmate-involved suicide preventions and, of the few studies that have been conducted,
all have relied on single state data. To address these limitations, this study will take a national
approach by examining the extent to which prisons utilize inmates as part of their suicide
prevention strategies. Data was collected from every state department of corrections (DOC)
policy and the BOP (n=51). Findings and implications are discussed.

Jenna Martino
Master of Arts in Criminal Justice
Advisor: Dr. Kimberley Schanz

Perceptions of Blame and Punishment: The Impact of Media Watching Habits and Implied
Sexual Orientation of Victims and Offenders of Sexual Assault

Research has indicated that what someone watches on television can impact their perceptions of
similar, real-life events and situational demographics has an impact on perceptions of the victim
and the offender of a sexual assault. This presentation focuses on perceptions of blame and
punishment for the victim and offender based on implied sexual orientation (via the manipulation
of victim and offender gender) and a person’s media watching habits. A vignette-based survey
was used in which participants were given a vignette prompt and media watching as well as
participants’ perceptions of blame and punishment for the victim and offender were measured.
Results determined how sexual orientation and media watching impacted perceptions of
responsibility and deservingness of punishment for the sexual assault.
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Geldy Nunez
Master of Arts in Criminal Justice
Advisor: Dr. Christine Tartaro

Has anything changed? An analysis of recent jail suicide litigation in the federal courts.

Families who lose loved ones to suicide inside jasils have the option of suing for violations of the
detainee’s constitutional rights. The federal courts set a standard of deliberate indifference,
meaning that the plaintiffs must show that the jail staff knew of a potential threat of harm and
then intentionally failed to act. This subjective standard requires the plaintiffs to provide
evidence of the defendants’ state of mind at the time of the incident. A recent Supreme Court
decision in a use-of-force case signaled that the Court is willing to use a less onerous objective
standard in some instances involving harm to pretrial detainees. The question is whether this
different standard, as outlined in Kingsley v. Hendrickson, is going to be applied to custodial
suicide cases in the lower courts? This paper is an analysis of Federal Appeals Court rulings in
custodial suicide cases since the Kingsley ruling. Our findings indicate that the twelve federal
district appeals courts differ in their application of the objective and subjective standards to
suicide cases.

Christina Pereira
Master of Arts in Criminal Justice
Advisor: Dr. Nusret Sahin

Procedural justice training for police officers: Results of the pre-post analysis

Procedural Justice is a concept that promotes the idea that individuals care more
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Jamil Allen
Master of Arts in Education

A Search for Self-Efficacy as a Way of Becoming A More Effective Classroom Manager.

This action research project is centered around my journey as an interventionist (basic skills
instructor) trying to navigate through a school year in a new school, in a new position as a
relatively new teacher. This action research project chronicles my emotional statuses, with my
job performance, whether I felt satisfied versus unsatisfied as | interacted with my grade level
colleagues with the goal of becoming a more effective classroom manager. This piece of
literature examines classroom management strategies and how teacher consistency in classrooms
decreases teacher morale and is necessary when attempting to install stable classroom routines
and procedures as a basic skills instructor. Additionally, this study also concentrates on self-
efficacy and how that confidence helps boost teacher morale as well as implement effective
classroom management practices. Lastly, three major themes emerged as this action research
project was conducted. Those three main themes were: 1) teachers’ satisfaction or with their job
performance has an impact on a new teacher’s ability to fully contribute and feel comfortable in
within the grade level team, 2) as a new teacher, self-efficacy or confidence in your abilities is
critical to implementing effective classroom management strategies, and 3) constant changing of
classroom assignments can negatively impact a teacher’s morale. The data collected for this
action research project came from nineteen research logs or reflective journals that were coded
by me that commenced in October of 2021 and culminated in March of 2022.

Kaitlin Alusik
Master of Arts in Education

How Student Choice in Assignment Impacts Engagement

The action research project was designed to answer the research question of how does student
choice in assignments impact their level of engagement with the chosen assignment? Students
engaged in 10 choice assignments over a twelve-week span. Before completing choice
assignments, students reflected on what they thought engagement looked like to them and what
keeps them engaged in the biology classroom. There were three different types of choice utilized
within this study which were: choice boards, choice assessments, and choice in working style.
Over the course of 12 weeks, data was collected in various ways, such as video recordings,
Google Form reflections, and research logs. A coding workbook was created to analyze the data
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Tony Burton
Master of Arts in Education

Higher Order Questions Yield Higher Order Responses

The purpose of this research was to determine how higher order thinking questions improve
student performance in oral and written responses in English Language Arts. This study was
specifically defined by gathering student written responses to questions along with how the
students handled oral questions that required an oral response. The rationale for this research is
based on state testing and how students need to be able to respond to questions that require more
in-depth analysis and thinking. This research uses four different leveled responses: recall, skills
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Gregg Clayton
Master of Arts in Education

Songs and Lyrics: The Key to Helping Middle School Readers Build Comprehension Skills

In my eighth-grade language arts resource room, benchmark data indicated students were
performing below grade level in reading comprehension. The purpose of this study was to teach
strategies (inferencing, context clues, and point of view) and skills, using song lyrics to improve
8th graders reading comprehension. There were five students in the class | used for the study. To
improve students’ comprehension skills, students were provided choices, through song selection,
to analyze lyrics they were familiar with. Explicit instruction was provided on inferencing,
context clues and point of view, and those skills were applied to the song selections the students
made. The following data sources were collected and analyzed: district's reading and
comprehension assessments and benchmarking scores to ascertain student reading levels, pre-
and post- test, pre- and post- context clue tests, and an inference and point of view assessment,
pre- and post, student worksheets and rubrics, video recordings of lyric lessons, and reflective
logs. This study presented data and showed how explicit teaching focusing on finding meaning
in lyrics to songs that students can connect to, increased their engagement and interaction with
texts on their reading levels. The findings from this project indicated that their comprehension
skills increased, because of the instructional use of music and lyrics that were familiar to them.

Jaeda Cooper
Master of Arts in Education

The Impact of Using Engagement Strategies During Small Group Literacy Instruction with
Below Grade Level First-Grade Students

The purpose of this action research project was to determine if implementing diverse
engagement strategies had an impact on off-task behaviors. Specifically, looking at a student
population of below grade level first-grade students during small group literacy instruction.
Through the implementation of engaging strategies such as using letter card manipulatives, using
dry erase pocket sleeves, and gamifying instruction. The data collection and analysis consisted of
video recordings, logged evidence revealing off-task student behaviors, and student self-
reflection surveys. A coding workbook was used to interpret the data and a spreadsheet was
used to track the data collected. Through the analysis process, four major themes emerged: 1)
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Jessica Coyle
Master of Arts in Education

The impact of challenging and assessing students’ higher order thinking skills with exit tickets

The purpose of this research was to determine if higher order thinking questions are scaffolded to
all students in an inclusive classroom, whether the students would show improvement in their
ability to answer higher order thinking exit ticket questions, especially the gifted students.
Guided lessons were implemented. Data collected through research logs, videos, exit tickets,
group work and formative assessments were collected to study the impact of scaffolding higher
order thinking questions throughout a lesson on the responses of the same students on their exit
tickets for those lessons. The data was analyzed by using the research logs, videos and exit
tickets to determine how scaffolding higher order thinking questions during lessons, which was
discussed in the research logs, and viewed in the videos, would reflect in the successful
completion of higher order thinking exit ticket questions. The data collected produced the
following themes in the research: (1) Scaffolding questions to all students shows their overall
improvement in answering higher order thinking exit tickets, (2) Increasing the number of HOT
thinking questions throughout a lesson leads to transfer of HOT responses on exit tickets from
students over time, and (3) All students showed increases in performance as measured by the exit
tickets, however higher level students showed the greatest increase.

Dandre Dennis
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Francesca DeVito
Master of Arts in Education

The Correlation between Formative Assessments Informing Instruction and Student
Improvement

For this action research project, the focus was to use formative assessment data to inform
instruction which would lead to students doing better overall on summative assessments.
Throughout the implementation of the action plan the students were engaged in a variety of
formative assessments, such as: entry/exit tickets, IXL skill plans, journals, guided reading
questions and post-reading questions in a secondary resource level English classroom. Using the
formative assessments and providing feedback helped both the teacher inform instruction and the
students to improve their skills. To keep track of data there was a folder compiled of multiple
examples of the formative assessments and their results and the progress that they showed in
each skill; there was also data collected from the summative assessments used to show if mastery
of the skill took place. The data was collected by collecting video recordings, keeping research
logs, making a spreadsheet which kept track of all the assessment data which was used to see if
progress was being made and student artifacts which included feedback from the teacher. As a
result of the data analysis, the following themes were discovered: 1) Feedback given or received
during lessons/assessments helped improve instruction; 2) Feedback given or received during
lessons/assessments helped students improve; 3) Applying what was learned from feedback and
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Andrew Fantasia
Master of Arts in Education

The Effectiveness of Teacher Noticing in Student Completion of Higher Order Thinking
Questions

The purpose of this research project was to determine if noticing and responding to student
thinking by analyzing student responses and using targeted questions will motivate students to
attempt to complete higher order thinking problems. The impetus for this research was based on
students specifically not answering multiple step and higher order thinking questions upon
returning to school from the 2020-2021 virtual and pandemic-driven school year, where student
motivation was at a low. The strategy used to improve student motivation to attempt to complete
these sorts of problems was noticing student thinking via written and verbal feedback on
targeted, higher order questioning at the start of a given week, then formally assessing whether
that feedback motivated students to complete similar higher order thinking questions later in the
week using curriculum-driven resources such as Additional Practice Worksheets and XL
Challenge Zone questions. The questions asked on the Additional Practice Worksheets and IXL
Challenge Zone questions were chosen to directly correlate with the exit tickets, and were used
to determine whether the noticing and resulting feedback from the teacher played a role in
students’ completion of said questions. The data collected were the student responses and teacher
feedback to the exit tickets and IXL assignments, as well as the responses, or lack thereof, on the
previously mentioned worksheets and 1XL skills over the course of two months. The data was
coded specifically in regard to teacher noticing and the responses the teacher utilized when
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students received instruction in the stand-alone SEL class. The data collection process was an
aggregation of video recordings, research logs, teacher surveys, students assignments, and
disciplinary records which resulted in a coded workbook to quantify and interpret the resulting
data. The coding workbook served to develop the themes of this action result project. The
resulting themes indicated: (1) Students who had social awareness demonstrated more positive
behaviors, such as engagement; (2) Self-Awareness prevented repeat mistakes; and (3) Students
who engage in empathetic thinking tend to perform better in both their assignments and
behavior.

Jessica Funk
Master of Arts in Education

The Impact of the Use of AAC Devices on the Behavior of Non-Verbal Students with Disabilities

The purpose of this research is to determine if the use of AAC devices effects my student’s
behaviors in my class. | chose to do this research to see how the use of the AAC devices would
benefit my students and enhance their learning. | used direct instruction to teach my students
specific goal words on their AAC devices each week and encourage independent use of the AAC
device. The data collected includes baseline data, data collection sheets, and video evidence and
reflection logs. The data from these sources was used to create a coding workbook which showed
the effects of the student’s use of AAC and their behavior. The resulting themes indicated: 1)
Students undesirable behaviors decreased during the duration of this research study, 2) Student’s
undesirable behaviors occurred less when they independently and correctly used their AAC
device more and 3) As students became more fluent and familiar with their devices and required
less prompting, undesirable behaviors decreased and desired behaviors increased.

Salvatore Gabriele
Master of Arts in Education

The Correlation Between Cooperative Learning and Engagement of Social Studies Content for
Special Education Students

This research project is designed to determine the impact of cooperative learning on engagement
of social studies students with special needs. Research has shown that it is often difficult to
engage special education students in social studies content. Through the implementation of the
cooperative learning strategies think-pair-share, jigsaw, and group research projects, students
were provided the opportunity for deeper engagement in social studies content. Data was
collected from pre and post surveys, video recordings, research logs, and student interviews. The
coding workbook served as the guide to themes that resulted from this research project. There
were three resulting themes indicated: (1) cooperative learning significantly increased peer-to-
peer interactions, (2) cooperative strategies significantly decreased student off-task behavior, and
(3) the jigsaw activity proved to be the most impactful.
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Matthew Hoffman
Master of Arts in Education

Effects of Document-based Learning on Comprehension Skills of Special Education Students in a
Secondary Resource History Classroom

This action research project analyzed the effects of document-based learning on comprehension
skills of special education students in a secondary resource history classroom. Strategy skills
were taught to assist students by highlighting their progress in targeted areas related to 1)
Paragraph/ Essay writing — construction, restating, supporting facts, modeling, 2) Understanding
the theme question, identifying components, highlighting exercise, 3) Source Document Analysis
techniques, outlining and bulleting exercise, supporting/validating facts from source various
materials, 4ph/ng facts from source various

12| Page



Sonia Jones
Master of Arts in Education

To Behave or Not to Behave, That Is the Question? Behavior and Academics
The purpose of this research project was designed to answer the question of “why is classroom
management crucial for academic success in the classroom?”. Through the implementation of

three different strategies, | will be able to gain insight to develop an inquiry-based research
project. I will use these strategies to help develop my research; a Happy Face Chart (for self-
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Joshua McCarty
Master of Arts in Education

Title: Impact of Cooperative Learning Strategies on Student Engagement in a Middle School
Literacy Classroom

This action research project was designed to examine the effect of the implementation of two
cooperative learning strategies, one formal and one informal, on student engagement. The formal
strategy was the jigsaw method in which larger groups broke into smaller groups to form subject
experts that reported back to the larger group. The informal method was think-pair-share (TPS)
where students worked independently and then reviewed their work with a partner to share ideas.
The data collection process was a compiling of written research logs, video recordings in the
classroom, and student surveys. The videos and research logs were coded, and the survey results
aggregated to identify themes within the action research. The resulting themes included: 1)
overall student engagement increased through participation in cooperative learning, 2) in
comparing the formal and informal cooperative learning strategies, formal cooperative learning
results in the greatest increases in engagement, 3) peer to peer assistance increased as a result of
implementation of cooperative learning structures.

Gabrielle McCleery
Master of Arts in Education

Title: Metacognitive Strategies Middle School Classroom

The purpose of this study was to determine how explicitly taught and structurally implemented
strategies, specifically metacognitive knowledge (awareness) and regulation (planning,
monitoring, evaluating) strategies, would affect engagement and metacognitive skills of students
in a sixth-grade mathematics classroom. The study commenced when students participated in
collaborative learning activities that challenged them to consider topics such as brain processing,
metacognition, and growth vs. fixed mindset. In three proceeding phases, three specific
metacognitive strategies were introduced to students. Teachers explicitly taught the
metacognitive strategy while intentionally engaging students in discussion as to why the strategy
was relevant in developing self-awareness, self-monitoring, and self-reflection skills. Students
were provided opportunities to use these strategies in the classroom, thus supporting student
participation in activities that directly correlate to the development of individualized growth in
metacognitive awareness and metacognitive regulation. Data collection consisted of an
accumulation of direct instruction video recordings, on-task independent/collaborative practice
video recordings, teacher observation journals, student self-regulation checklists and self-
reflection exit-ticket responses, as well as student-teacher conference notes from December 2021
through March 2022. Data was then coded in order to identify emerging themes and quantify
data for further analysis. Three major themes emerged: 1) Use of explicitly taught metacognitive
strategies increased engagement during direct instruction and student working sessions 2) Use of
explicitly taught metacognitive strategies improved students’ metacognitive regulation (planning,
monitoring, and evaluating) skills, particularly in students with disabilities 3) Use of explicitly
taught metacognitive strategies improved the quality of students’ verbal and written responses.
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Kelly McGlynn
Master of Arts in Education

Will Teaching Decoding and Spelling Help to Improve First Graders’ Reading Skills?

In a first-grade classroom students attempted to recover academically due to the pandemic. Many
children lacked certain reading skills that are normally introduced in kindergarten. The purpose
of this research was to use explicit decoding skills and spelling patterns in order to improve
students’ fluency and beginning reading skills. Twenty students participated in this study. The
following data sources were collected and analyzed: Fountas and Pinnell Benchmarking reading
assessments, pre- and post- Fundations Wilson Language Basics reading assessments, video
recordings of reading lessons and reflective logs. It required explicit and focused instruction and
repetition. Students received this support during whole group lessons, independent reading and
guided reading groups. This project was ongoing and the outcome of it implied that explicit
instruction focusing on decoding skills and spelling patterns helped to enhance a students’
fluency and beginning reading skills. Overall, students’ beginning reading skills improved due to
the instruction provided to them.

Danielle Melillo
Master of Arts in Education

A Look into Incorporating Student Discussion in a High School Math Class

This action research project was designed based on the premise of increasing student
engagement through the implementation of student discussion. Through the use of strategies
such as clock buddies, discourse discussion prompts, discussion-based activities, share-out
activities, and student reflections; students were provided the opportunity to utilize their peer’s
thoughts in order to better understand the material. The data collection process was a
combination of a pre- and post-survey, video recordings, teacher journals, and student samples.
These collections have contributed to creating a coding workbook that allows an analysis of the
results. From the results, emerging themes are found. The themes in this action research project
are: 1) an overall increase in student engagement as a result of the strategies, 2) implementation
of all strategies led to reduction of teacher assistance when working in small groups, and 3)
student’s use of questioning and math talk became more functional.

Christopher Nale
Master of Arts in Education

The Impact of Manipulative Use to Instruct Elementary Mathematics

This research project was designed to increase student engagement and achievement through the
use of manipulatives in mathematics. It was also created to explore how the use of manipulatives
in mathematics would impact the second grade Envisions mathematics curriculum. In November
2021, a three-month manipulative intensive instruction style was implemented in a second-grade
class of 11 students. The data collection process consisted of video recordings, research logs,
student questionnaires, Likert scales, a pretest and posttest, online quick checks, and topic
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determine if the combination of explicit instruction and schema-based strategy can help students
become better problem solvers within the context of the math curriculum. The following data
sources were collected and analyzed: District standardized math tests, pre- and post- math word
problem assessments, video recordings of math lessons, reflective logs, weekly formative math
assessments, and student feedback questionnaire. The results of my study found that the explicit
instruction of schema-based strategy improved students’ abilities to solve math word problems. |
also found that through schema-based instruction, students were able to develop transfer skills
that helped them to independently solve new types of math word problems.

Erica Rafferty
Master of Arts in Education
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the frequency and levels of questions students asked, the frequency of levels of questions
teachers asked, videos of lessons, research logs, and pre and post surveys of questioning. The
data was coded using seventeen different codes. There were four themes that were observed from
the results they were: The frequency of higher level questioning led to increase assessment
scores, as the frequency of higher level questioning increased the frequency of scaffolding
strategies implemented also increased, an increase of higher level questions asked led to an
increase in student led discussions, and modeling was increased as higher level questions were
also increased.

Jenna Root
Master of Arts in Education

Close Reading Strategy: To Improve Reading Comprehension Skills of Fifth and Sixth Graders

The purpose of this study was to examine the impact of teaching close reading strategy on
fifth/sixth graders’ comprehension skills in a resource room. Ten fifth and sixth grade students
with IEPs from two separate homerooms were involved in this study. Both pre- and post- reading
comprehension tests were given to the students and the test included two different passages,
reading comprehension questions, and a short response to determine the effectiveness of teaching
close reading strategy. The instruction in close reading was completed in a whole group setting,
small group setting, and independent setting. Students were working on their understanding of
how to read more closely to break down the information from the text in order to answer a
variety of part A and part B reading comprehension questions. In addition, numerous reflective
logs and multiple videos of the instruction were collected in order to see the growth and
development of the students’ reading comprehension skills. The results indicated that students
improved their analysis and reading comprehension skills.

Alexa Schmitz
Master of Arts in Education

Student Answer Types Based on the Implementation of Various Questioning Strategies

The goal of this action research project was to determine the effects that various questioning
techniques have on student responses in a 7th grade English Language Arts classroom. This was
done through the implementation of different questioning strategies, such as practicing longer
wait times, asking recall questions, and asking higher order thinking questions in regards to
Bloom’s Taxonomy. Data was collected by means of video recordings of class periods, student
surveys, and teacher reflection logs. The resulting themes showed that (1) Asking recall
questions leads to single word responses, or short responses, from students, 2) Asking higher
order thinking questions leads to extended responses from students and increased knowledge
retention, and 3) Implementing longer wait times does not lead to changes in student responses.
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Erika Schoeneberg
Master of Arts in Education
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Dr. Amy L. Stablini
Master of Arts in Education

Structural Analysis & Derivational Relations to Improve Biology Vocabulary Skills

The goal of this research was to explicitly teach derivational relations (i.e., Greek and Latin
roots) and structural analysis of complex science vocabulary words (e.g., prefixes, root, and
suffixes) to high school students in a resource replacement biology room. The study included
seven special education students ranging in age from 15 to 16 years old who present with
difficulty breaking down multi
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Maura Twiggs
Master of Arts in Education

Explicitly Teaching Analysis of Argumentative Text to Enhance High School Students' Reading
and Writing Skills

The purpose of the study is to examine the impact of explicit instruction in reading and writing at
the text structure level (i.e., argument structure - claim, evidence, rebuttal, conclusion) using
non-fiction articles on 9th graders' ability to summarize text and write a critique, in the general
education classroom. In short, to teach 9th grade students to use elements of arguments to
evaluate and comprehend arguments by producing a summary and critique. The participants
were 23 Freshman English Students between the ages of 14 and 16 years old. The measures
included in this study are pre- and post- writing assessments, student reflections, analysis of
reading comprehension based on the NJ state standards, analysis of writing skills based on the NJ
state standards, reflective logs, and video recordings of the lessons. The intervention used in this
study is the explicit instruction in text structure using various teaching formats, as well as
explicit instruction in summarizing and critiquing an argumentative text, including instruction in
the clear connection between reading and writing. Results from this study found that opting to
teach connection between reading-writing skills at the text structure level provided reflexive
growth in students' overall achievement in related standardized reading and writing skills. The
analysis of student summaries and critique indicated an increase in students' comprehension and
composing skills The themes indicated that my instruction specifically targeted the structure of
persuasive text and quality of argument.

Alyse Tyndell
Master of Arts in Education

Analyzing and Constructing Persuasive and Argumentative Text
The purpose of this research project was to teach high school students to analyze persuasive and
argumentative texts to help them to produce clear and strong arguments. The research project

was presented to 10 students in the 10th grade, Resource Center English Il classroom. In order to
establish a baseline for student understanding of arguments, pre-
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when appropriately using rhetorical devices, elements of persuasion and argument, and apply
them appropriately in writing persuasive and argumentative texts.

Danielle Ujcich
Master of Arts in Education

Schema-Based Instruction: A Better Alternative Than Just Teaching Keywords

Students often struggle with solving word problems in the math classroom. The purpose of this
research is to implement schema-based instruction to improve three middle school students' math
word problem solving skills in a resource math classroom. Prior to implementation of the math
word problem intervention data were collected, including student interest surveys, interest survey
pre-test, student perception survey, schema pre-test, teacher reflection logs, and lesson video
recordings. This data indicated that the students in the math resource room were in need of more
explicit instruction on how to solve word problems. The students received direct instruction on
how to use both additive and multiplicative schemas when solving word problems. They were
provided schema diagrams and various practice problems. At the conclusion of the instructional
time period, the students completed a math word problem post- test.

The results of my research concluded that schema-based instruction positively improved the
student performance in solving math word problems by increasing student engagement through
explicit instruction.

Sara Wolfgang
Master of Arts in Education

The Effect of Using Visual, Anchor Charts, and Native Language Infusion Strategies with
English Language Learners
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Tara Wood
Master of Arts in Education

Self-Monitoring and Goal Setting: Incorporating Self-Regulation Strategies in the Fourth Grade
ELA Classroom

The focus for this research project was integrating explicit instruction to teach self-monitoring
and goal setting strategies to fourth grade students, in the resource classroom. The goal for this
study was to increase students’ on-task behaviors while making progress towards their academic
goals. The intervention of self-regulation skills occurred over a thirteen-week timespan and
consisted of the explicit teaching of both goal-setting and self-monitoring strategies. Students
participated in a self-regulation pre-assessment to gather baseline and gauge their own
understanding of their ability to self-monitor. Students were taught how to utilize a self-
monitoring checklist, along with the goal of targeting one off-task behavior at a time, in the
resource class setting. Students were taught how to create SMART goals, and with the teacher,
identify one to two areas of growth in the ELA. Students monitored one specific behavior and
one academic goal for a period of three weeks. Students and teacher conferenced weekly to
review goal progress and self-monitoring checklists. Data collection also consisted of weekly
reflection logs, recorded lessons, samples of student wn.lolF and selfionitoring checklists. The
data analysis revealed that the students engaged frequently in on-task behaviors as they increased
their ability to self-monitor their behaviors. Data also indicated that when students were
explicitly taught goal setting strategies, their ability to create and meet goals shifted in a positive
direction.

Master of Arts in Instructional Technology (MAIT)

Nicole Ciccone
Master of Arts in Instructional Technology

Interactive Multimedia Cookbook for College Students

The goal of this project was to motivate students to learn to cook while living on campus. At the
beginning of this study, a multiple-choice survey was created to determine the student’s interest
level in learning to cook. The results of the survey revealed that students preferred to learn to
cook through video instruction. The results of the survey helped determine that Mayer’s
Multimedia Learning Theory would be best suited for this project. This theory consists of both
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dinner recipes. After completing my cookbook, the students were then asked to take two multiple
choice surveys on my cookbook instruction.

The cookbook was sent to 12 students in an undergraduate class at Stockton University. After the
12 students finished my instruction, results showed that 10 of the students were motivated to
cook more often on campus through multimedia instruction. The data also revealed that 11
students could understand my recipes through multimedia instruction.

Anthony Greder
Master of Arts in Instructional Technology
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The post-survey results showed that learning occurred for most of the learners. Most said that
they would apply what they learned from the scenarios and lessons to future races.

Kerry Rossi
Master of Arts in Instructional Technology

Reflection to Enhance Learning in a Secondary Science Classroom

In this study, Kolb’s Experiential Learning Theory (ELT) was applied to determine if using
reflection at the end of a lesson would enhance learning. Learning theories and previous studies
have shown the importance of reflection for learning to take place. Reflection instruction was
implemented at the end of class time, in the form of modeling and prompts using a technology
tool, to investigate if reflecting on learning would enhance content retention.

This action research study was conducted in high school advanced chemistry classes, in which
the teacher, available resources, and content taught was the same throughout the study. The
experimental group was made up of 20 female students and 25 male students. The results of the
study showed that students formed a better understanding of what reflection was and were able
to apply it to enhance their understanding of content.

Students were able to make connections to previous learning and identify the important pieces of
the lessons taught. A downfall of the study was that some students did not take the reflection
time seriously. Future studies could include using a better motivator to make the reflection more
meaningful for students and determining which type of reflection prompt is the most beneficial
for content retention.

Anthony Thawley
Master of Arts in Instructional Technology

Project-Based Learning Activities for Early Finisher Students

In a middle school science classroom, often, there is an issue with classroom management during
unstructured time. This can be attributed to students working at varying paces and speeds. Due to
the varying paces, a gap of time occurs in the classroom where some students finish an
assignment early while other students are still working. Part of a teacher’s responsibility is to
provide students who finish assignments early with meaningful and effective learning
opportunities, often referred to as early-finisher activities or early-finishers.

This research study was conducted in order to evaluate the effects of meaningful early-finisher
activities in a middle school science classroom. Introducing a project-based learning activity to
motivate and engage students during this unstructured time was studied as a solution to this
problem. The project-based activity involved the students in creating a multitude of
representations for a fictional superhero of their own creation based on the periodic table of
elements. Products could include book jackets, posters, newspaper articles, short stories,
websites, and more. The study included 47 students ranging in age from 10-13 years old,
enrolled in a school located in Southern New Jersey. The evaluation tools used to measure the
motivation, engagement, and understanding in students were surveys, rubrics, and observations.
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Overall, utilizing project-based learning did not increase motivation or engagement from
students, although it did increase comprehension of the content. As 55.3% of students did not
complete the early-finisher activity, and disruptive behaviors continued at similar levels
regardless of what activity was being completed.

Lauren Zisa
Master of Arts in Instructional Technology

Teaching Public Speaking through Gamification and Problem Based Learning Methodologies

In the United States, there is no public speaking class required for high school students. Public
speaking is an important skill in many careers, classroom activities, and is the most popular form
of communication of information. Public speaking skills are crucial for students to succeed in
school and beyond. Most people are afraid of public speaking and avoid the topic if possible.
Due to this fear individual learners need to be motivated to try public speaking and build on their
skills. DECA high school students are responsible for competing in-person events, typically
through role play events.

The purpose of this project is to enhance students$ public speaking skills so that they feel
comfortable presenting in a public environment, specifically for their competition projects. This
research project focused on the use of gamification and problem-based learning (PBL) methods
to teach the five main concepts of public speaking: voice control, body language, delivery,
anxiety control, and audience relations. Gamification is the addition of game design elements
intertwined into learning content. The main function of PBL is that learning should not be

passive but active, learning is integrated into social context, and is a constructive process for the
learner. This project included a series of public speaking workshops designed for high school
DECA students. The main goal of this project and workshop series was to help DECA students
feel better prepared for public speaking events and set them up for success.







address the largely unrecognized issues related to LGBTQ+ homelessness in youth and
adolescents by offering the establishment of a homeless shelter constructed around issues and
challenges influencing homeless LGBTQ+ youth and their diverse needs. The proposal is a 21-
bed facility set to accommodate LGBTQ+ youth from ages 11 to 21, offering various programs
meant to address the varying needs of LGBTQ+ youth. Recommended programs and educational
components would include exploitation prevention programs, transitional living and ADL skill-
building, inclusive sex education, employment assistance, street outreach program, and
generalized mental and physical health services. These services and curriculums are to be
delivered by qualified and licensed staff and are meant to be covered over a client’s 24-month
stay or until long-term housing is acquired. By implementing these services in New Jersey, this
project could expand and serve as a framework for other states to begin similar implementation
of services.
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