Degree Designation Change Proposal: B.A. to B.S. in Criminal Justice



As an additional result of the recently highlighted problems in the system, enroliment in the
CRIM program has declined 17% since Fall 2020. The Criminal Justice departments across the
country graduating the highest numbers of Criminal Justice degrees (e.g., CUNY John Jay,
College of Criminal Justice, Sam Houston University; Data USA, 2023) are those with a more
progressive, more contemporary curricula (John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 2023; Sam
Houston State University, 2023). Additionally, the Advisory Board for the Master’s of Arts in
Criminal Justice program, consisting of both alumni and local criminal justice practitioners, have
endorsed the need for curricula that are more progressive, including discussions of both race and
special populations, to better prepare practitioners in the field of criminal justice. As a result of
both the field changes and enroliment trends, the faculty re-started in-depth and serious
conversations about how we could fill the gaps in the field training for our students; how we
could provide the knowledge and the tools that the students need to become well-rounded,
contemporary criminal justice practitioners within the confines of our curriculum.

Within these discussions, the faculty concluded that we could not properly prepare our students
for the field within the confines of a Bachelor of Arts. The Bachelor of Arts degree at Stockton,
which relies on 4-credit classes as opposed to 3-credit courses, limits the number of Criminal
Justice courses Stockton students can take to just 10-13 courses (depending on the concentration
that the student chooses). While the 4-credit courses allow for more breadth to be covered in
courses (which the faculty fully appreciate and support), it also decreases the number of classes a
student can take, thereby limiting the ability of students to gain the necessary knowledge relevant
to criminal justice.

A two-day meeting of the faculty (which consists of both academics and former Criminal Justice



education. Additionally, none of these four colleges/universities' Criminal Justice curricula



mandating a minor or specific G courses was even more antithetical to the General Studies ethos
as it would be restricting students’ freedom of choice in knowledge exploration. Additionally, by
not seeking out any of the General Studies’ attributes for these new classes, the faculty are
guaranteeing that Criminal Justice students will still need to seek those attributes out through
engaging in the General Studies curriculums. As a result, the students will continue to be



Changes to the curriculum for the Forensic Investigations concentration: When the main faculty
member for the Forensic Investigations concentration retired in Spring 2022, the CRIM program
faculty took that as an opportunity to revisit the curriculum for the concentration. The faculty
decided to keep some of the main hands-on, skills-based classes that had already been a part of
the concentration and to include additional interdisciplinary options for students to experience
the wide breadth of skills required in forensic investigations (e.g., Financial Accounting, Digital
Image and Print, Entomology. Computing Concepts). This change was implemented in Fall 2022
and as of the start of Spring 2023, the concentration was fully re-staffed.

Criterion 2: Changes to Courses in the Major
Present a comparison of the courses in the major for the existing program to the courses in the
program with the new degree designation, noting recent changes and proposed new changes.

Please see Table 2 for a full curriculum comparison. Bolded classes in the Bachelor of Science
curriculum chart indicate that the class is an added requirement that is not included in any way in
the current Bachelor of Arts curriculum.

In the Bachelor of Science degree that we are proposing, four brand new class requirements will
be added: Introduction to Victimology, Special Populations in Criminal Justice, Race and




Race and Criminal Justice
Course description: This course includes a critical examination of the historical and

contemporary overrepresentation of racial minorities, particularly African Americans, in the
United States’ criminal justice system. Students will discuss relevant economic, political, and
sociological factors that shape race-based experiences in the criminal justice system and




Race and Criminal Justice






Class

CRIM 1100 Intro to CJ

CRIM 2121 Police & Society

CRIM 2108 Courts, Law, & Procedure
CRIM 2130 Institutional & Community Corrections
CRIM 2114 Criminological Theories
CRIM 2141 Research & Evaluation for CJ
CRIM 2145 Stats

CRIM 36XX Capstone

CRIM 2327 Victimology

CRIM 2101 Constitutional Law

CRIM 2XXX Race and Justice
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those credits to count towards the

CRIM residency requirement (i.e.

B.A. degree, depending on students’ concentrations and/or the

, 5 CRIM courses must be taken at Stockton). With the

expansion of required classes, this curriculum will likely become more transfer-friendly for those
who bring in CRIM credits. For those who come in with no CRIM credits, these classes can still
be completed within 2 years based on current scheduling expectations (see Table 3).

Table 4. Timing of Declaration of

Major by Currently Enrolled CRIM Students

Semester

1st Semester

2nd Semester

3rd Semester

4th Semester

5th Semester

6th Semester

7th Semester or Later

# %
491 85%
23 4%
30 5%
11 2%
11 2%
3 1%

6 1%

Table 5. Timing of Declaration of

Major by CRIM Students from FY19-FY23

Semester

1st Semester

2nd Semester

3rd Semester

4th Semester

5th Semester

6th Semester

7th Semester or Later

# %
660 82%
38 5%
41 5%
22 3%
15 2%
12 1%
13 2%
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