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In 2018, Stockton University’s Faculty Senate created a Task Force to study the institutional Bachelor 
of Arts: Liberal Studies degree (also known as LIBA).  The charge to the committee asked it to: 
 

● Research the history and background of the degree at Stockton 
● Review the “Proposed Enhancements to the LIBA,” compiled in May 2012 
● Examine the current use of school-based LIBAs (including structure, number of students 

enrolled, and potential impact on other degree programs) 
● Confirm whether the LIBA degree conformed with Middle States accreditation standards1 
● Prepare a proposal of recommendations for Faculty Senate consideration 

 
 
Historical Background 
 
The Task Force reviewed documents related to the LIBA dated from 1970 to the present to track the 
evolution of its structure and purpose. Each major document is briefly summarized below, including 
the year it was produced and relevant findings for the LIBA degree.  The majority of these are 
program self-studies, conducted every five to six years, which make it possible to track ideas and 
questions about the degree as they evolve over time. 
 

● 1970 – Academic Paper VII- General and Liberal Studies – Authors encourage students’ self-
guided study based on their own interests. A Liberal Studies degree is described that offers 
students a way to “design his own major program” (p.14). The role of faculty and preceptors 
is emphasized to serve as a guide in the design and completion of the degree. 

● 1976–1977 & 1977–1978 – Liberal BA Program Guides – The LIBA is described as an option 
to permit students to design a complete 128-credit-hour, interdisciplinary program suited to 







LIBA structure. Those in attendance “agreed not to make any substantial changes to the 
organization or administration of the LIBA until the task force finishes its work and, once it 
does, to follow the Faculty Senate’s recommendations” (p. 2). 

 
 
Research and Findings  
 
The current LIBA Taskforce recognizes that the LIBA degree affords students the opportunity to 
design a degree in areas that are currently not available at Stockton.  The LIBA also provides students 
the ability to construct interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary programs of study that draw from 
across various Schools and Programs.  We support a path for a student-created degree and believe 
that the enhancements to the LIBA degree approved in 2012 provide a framework to help students 
in designing a program of study.  The 2012 enhancements remain true to the spirit of the LIBA 
degree as being student-designed and provide prompts that are only the starting point for a student-
written LIBA proposal. 
 
However, the Taskforce believes that LIBA should be the exception, not the rule.  By this, we mean 
that the creation of LIBA prompts and concentrations should not be used to circumvent the approval 
process for new degree-granting Programs.  If the faculty believe a discipline or area of study has 
enough student interest or demand, then a new degree should be proposed using the existing 
approval process.  In light of this, there may need to be a mechanism in place to periodically evaluate 
prompts to determine if the numbers of students pursuing LIBA proposals and degrees in these 
areas warrants the evolution of the LIBA concentration into its own major (or minor).   
 
The Taskforce recommends remaining true to the spirit of original intent of the LIBA degree as a 
student-designed program of study.  We continue to support the creation of prompts for students 
to begin the design of a LIBA proposal, with the understanding that these proposals will still be 
student-written and evaluated by faculty members as currently described in the Bulletin.  The CLCE 
concentration, reviewed and recommended by the Faculty Senate in 2018, is a good example of a 
framework designed to help students construct a program of study in the multidisciplinary area of 
community leadership and civic engagement while adhering to the original intent of the LIBA degree 
and existing procedures.2    The only other alternative to a student-designed LIBA would be the 
creation a separate interdisciplinary/ multidisciplinary degree, such as the Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies (BAIS) that was conceived several years ago.  Whether this route could or 
should be pursued, however, is beyond the scope of this Taskforce’s charge.  
 
As mentioned previously, prompts or concentrations within LIBA have the potential to grow; there 
should be a structure in place to periodically review any approved prompt/concentration and to 



process for LIBA concentrations to be evaluated as they potentially evolve into a major and/or 
minor. 
 
There is a long history of students pursuing education certification through LIBA as outlined 
previously.   The taskforce recognizes that the route to early childhood and elementary school 
teaching certification as currently constructed requires, in addition to professional courses in 



 
Figure 1 – Number of declared LIBA students per year (data from Institutional Research) 

 

 
Figure 2 – Number of LIBA degrees granted per academic year (data from Institutional Research).   
1996/1997 saw a peak in LIBA degrees as a percentage of all degrees granted (5%).  


