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Committee on Academic Programs and Planning 

Guidelines for proposing a New Concentration (Track, Option, Certificate or Minor) for 
an existing degree program 

 
 
Please read this section of Stockton’s procedure, and then customize the New Option Proposal template 
(below). Please note that you must continue updating the proposal with information from the first 
program faculty meeting, all the way to the Faculty Senate meeting. 

You may begin announcing and offering the new option to students when the Provost’s Office sends 
the completed proposal and attachments to the Academic Issues Committee (AIC) of the New Jersey 
President’s Council. 

From Stockton University Procedure #2040: Life Cycle of Degree Programs 

II. Obtaining Approval of New or Expanded Academic Programs 

B. Program Approval Process 

Occasional changes in specialized fields may also necessitate a change from an interdisciplinary minor 
or program to a newly-adopted or more specialized/focused program. 

1. Academic Programs and Planning Committee Approval: All faculty proposing 
new programs will use the proposal development materials found on the web site 
for the Academic Programs and Planning Committee (APPC) of the Faculty 
Senate. 
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Proposal Template for a New Concentration (Track, Option, or Minor) 
for an existing degree program 

with the same Classification of Instruction Programs (CIP) Code 
 
 
Full Name of Current Program:   Economics 

Stockton Program Acronym:  ECON 

Degree/level of Current Program (BA, BS, MA, MS, MBA, DPT, etc.):    BA 

CIP Code: 45.06 

Name(s) and signatures of Faculty Proposing New Option:  Ellen Mutari, Program Coordinator 
 

 
 
Date of Program Faculty Vote to Approve the Proposed New Option:  March 8, 2019 

Text Description of Proposed New Option: 

The Economics faculty has specified new concentrations within the Economics major that we propose to 
implement for Fall 2019. These new concentrations (in addition to our Global concentration) include:  
 

• Economic Policy Concentration,  
• Pre-Graduate SchoN5 mhi  mBi N5iP2n mBi N5rherad yRN5 mmcyi 0 m mBi N5ri N5 m yRN5 mPi 50 mti N5 mtoiN5 mui  L q 4B.6 4 4 4B.6 5u lutBt. /[ 9R 6e 4 4 6e 66eBu0e55 Nu. R[ ARR55  RK m i R– yR L q 4B.6 4 4 4B.6 5u lutBt.
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degree is the ability to use the knowledge learned in a wide variety of jobs.  
 
Prior to and even when they first declare Economics as a major, students often mistakenly assume that 
Economics as a major exclusively supports a career in business. In fact, our graduating Economics majors 
successfully pursue a variety of career paths, as documented in our Five Year Review. We already have 
students who go on to work in business, others who are employed by government or nonprofits, and 
still others who go on to graduate studies, law school, and MBA programs. As a small program, we are 
able to provide individual guidance through precepting about career paths and choice of electives and 
cognates for each of these types of Economics majors. As Stockton University continues to grow, 
however, it is more necessary to utilize strategies such as concentrations to inform students about smart 
curricular choices that support particular career paths. This is what our new concentrations propose to 
do.  
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Questions Regarding Economic Policy Concentration 
 
Question: What frameworks are used [to discuss issues of racism, sexism, and inequality]? 
 
Let me address this question first, because it is the broadest. Then I will discuss where these issues are 
explored in our curriculum. As discussed in our recently completed Five Year Review, Stockton’s 
Economics Program has designed its curriculum to embrace theoretical pluralism: 
 

Stockton’s Economics Program faculty are theoretically diverse and emphasize 
theoretical pluralism in their teaching and scholarship. This enables students to 
develop critical thinking skills and nurture their own perspectives on 
contemporary economic issues, preparing them for engaged citizenship as well 
as careers in government and public policy advocacy. The program allows 
students to explore several alternative economic paradigms (e.g., Neoclassical, 
Supply-Side, Keynesian, Austrian, Marxian, Institutional, Social, and Feminist 
Economics). Students are exposed to the basic principles and concepts of 
alternative economic theories, and are required to master these concepts’ real-
world applications. The historical evolution and current policy relevance of 
alternative approaches is emphasized throughout our curriculum. Our program 
thus meets the challenge for breadth posed in the 2009 article from the 
AAC&U’s journal 5'6$%&)*/340&#'("... In the article, Colander and McGoldrick, two 
of the discipline’s top experts in economics education, challenged economics 
faculty to teach “’big think” questions, ones that “are unlikely to have definitive 
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The Economics Program already offers a Global Economics concentration that addresses issues of global 
inequality. Most ECON majors take some of these courses as electives. The Economic Policy 
concentration, in contrast, does have a US policy focus. Students will continue to be exposed to material 
about the global economy in their core courses and other electives and cognates.  
 
Issues related to various forms of inequality are addressed in the following courses in the Economics 
core curriculum (spanning all concentrations and the general major): 

• Introduction to Macroeconomics (ECON 1400): US unemployment rates by race, gender, 
ethnicity, and education; some sections focus on trends in economic inequality and economic 
well-being and/or the modern social welfare state.  

• Introduction to Microeconomics (ECON 1400): All sections discuss poverty and economic 
inequality, 
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• Money and Financial Institutions has not been taught in several years but will be revived in 
Spring 2020 by a new faculty member. I cannot address the course content, but would assume 
that financial inclusion and exclusion issues could be addressed.  

 
Question: Where does the curriculum address social welfare policies? Could the concentration include 
the SOWK policy course as a cognate?   
 

• The microeconomic-oriented courses (especially Introduction to Microeconomics and 
Economics of Work and Pay) do introduce current social welfare policies when discussing 
poverty. Some sections of Introduction to Macroeconomics and Political Economy cover the 
development of the social welfare state as well.  

• The program was asked to amend the curriculum to include SOWK 3101 as a possible cognate, 
in addition to the two POLS courses. 
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Proposed Economics Concentrations 
 

Current Requirements, from the Stockton University Bulletin:  
 
Completion of an Economics major at Stockton  requires 10 courses in Economics – seven in the core 
curriculum and three electives. The components of the core curriculum for General Economics majors 
include the following:  
 
Introductory Sequence (2 courses):  
ECON 1200 Introduction to Macroeconomics* 
ECON 1400 Introduction to Microeconomics 
*Note that ECON 1200 is a prerequisite course for ECON 1400 at Stockton. 
 
Intermediate Theory Core (2 of the following 3 courses): 
ECON 3601 Intermediate Microeconomic Theory 
ECON 3602 Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory 
ECON 3636 Political Economy 
 
Economic Methods Core (3 courses): 
ECON 3605 History of Economic 
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Our application has received support from the Programs whose courses would be included: 
 

Hi Ellen,  Your choices of POLS courses in the pre-law concentration are spot on.  Please encourage 
students in the concentration to talk with from me from time to time (not as an official preceptor but in 
my capacity as Pre-Law Advisor) with regard to law school admissions.  Good luck with this.
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***************************************************************************** 
 
Dear Ellen, 
 
I could not be more supportive of this wonderful proposal. How exciting, and how timely. If 
there is anything I can do, please let me know. 
As you know, I spearheaded a "Philosophy and Legal Studies" B.A. within the PHIL Program so 
time ago, a worthy project that is now a 
reality, for our Program. Perhaps some of our students will also share more Philosophy and 


