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Proposal Template for an Interdisciplinary Minor in Urban Education 
Name(s) and Signatures of Faculty Proposing New Option: 
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• Through a service-learning experience, students will observe and document the 
parallels between coursework and field observations. 

 
Student goals: 

• Explore historical and sociological, economic or environmental perspectives of 
urban communities and schools. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of a variety of theoretical perspectives on teaching in 
urban communities through relevant readings and class discussions. 

• Understand how the community plays a role in the success of the schools. 
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Community Schools: Urban Change Agents (GSS 3184) (V attribute, service learning).  
Urban Education Issues (SOCY 3745) (service learning) 
Tools for Social Change (GEN 1043 or 2646) (service learning) 

 
 
 

ELECTIVE COURSES: MUST CHOOSE 
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Placement of the Minor 
Teaching is what teachers do; it is the study of teaching practices. Education is something 
students get from being taught (Shifa, 2013). Education is holistic and includes the 



 6 

should demonstrate the achievement of the course goals. 
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Culture and context are important in all settings, and not limited to education. The National 
Science Foundation reports that urban areas, home to three-fourths of U.S. citizens, are 
undergoing major social, economic, and environmental transitions as their structures and 
functions change. An integrated approach to urban studies could help reduce some of society’s 
most difficult problems. “Social capital could be integrated with physical infrastructure. 
Education could build on these results, integrating social and natural sciences with information 
technology for real-world learning experiences, and urban land could be used more rationally” 
(Brown, 1997). 
 
According to a study released by the Steinhardt School of Education at New York University 
(2018), urban school districts experience the greatest shortage of qualified new teachers who 
are willing and able to work in challenging classroom environments inherent in urban schools. 
This information is significant to the proposed interdisciplinary minor in education. Regionally, 
there are high percentages of students receiving free and reduced meals. The percentage of 
students receiving free or reduced-price lunch is used as a proxy measure for the percentage of 
students living in poverty. As an indication of high needs, here are percentages of students who 
qualify for free and reduced lunches in South Jersey: (ACNJ, 2016). This region is home to many 
urban/low income rural areas where the minor would serve our students who will in turn serve 
the communities in many ways. 
 
Table 1: Percentage of students receiving free/reduced lunch in our region: 

Atlantic County – 45% 
Burlington – 36% 

Camden -
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teach in an urban area will benefit from this minor as they will gain a greater understanding of 
culture and community and how it impacts schools and students. 
 
Outside of teaching, there are many benefits to other majors in a minor in urban education. 
Table 2 lists several areas where the minor may strengthen a student’s major. 
 
Table 2: Occupations where a minor in urban education may fit (University of Tennessee Center 
for Career Development, 2019). 

Federal departments and agencies such as:  
Departments of Agriculture, Education, Interior, Commerce, Defense 
Health and Human Services 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Housing and Urban Development Veterans Affairs 
National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Aging 

State and local government 
Planning and development commissions 
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Using Survey Monkey, a student survey was conducted through the Office of the Vice President 
for Student Affairs between November 5-20, 2018. 
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social workers, healthcare professionals, youth and community-organizational 
leaders) 

•  What student population might benefit from the establishing of this minor?  
Students looking for a minor to supplement their majors, or support an interest 
in education or social justice, for example. 

• What majors might benefit from coursework within this minor? What graduate 
programs might this impact? 
Including but not limited to the following; education, health science, criminal 
justice, sociology, psychology, business, economics. 

d. Students:  
Estimate anticipated enrollments from the minor's inception until a steady state 
or optimum enrollment is reached.  

 
Table 3: Anticipated Enrollment 
 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
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• adequate staff, and support personnel and administration – current staff and 
support personnel and administration are sufficient 

 
 
 
Requirements for Achieving the Minor 
Provide an outline of the curriculum, including a list of the proposed courses and credits per 
course. Indicate the total number of credits in the minor. 

a. All proposed minors must include a minimum of 8 credits taken at the 3000 or 4000 
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Appendix A:  
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To: White, Meg 
Subject: RE: course consideration  
  
Hi Meg, 
  
I am pleased to learn of the Urban Education concentration that you and John are developing. 
The GSS 3184 is one of the required courses for the Child Studies Minor. John Gray taught it last 
year and will be teaching it in the fall. 
  
I support including the GSS 3184 as a required course for the Urban Education concentration, 
however; in the future, we might need to offer two sessions of the class to meet the demand.     
  
All the best, 
Awilda 
  
Merydawilda Colón, Ph.D., L.S.W. 
Executive Director, 
Stockton Center for Community Engagement 
Professor of Social Work 
Stockton University 
101 Vera King Farris Drive 
Galloway, New Jersey 08205 
Office: B-109 
Phone: 609-652-4535 
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Daniel Moscovici, PhD 
Associate Professor of Environment & Sustainability 
Coordinator of Environmental Science/Studies Program 
Stockton University 
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Thanks for getting back to me. So, by seats I mean enough slots for students to register and get 
into the course. I inquired about a research course and I was told they don't have enough slots 
for students now, so adding more students would be nearly impossible.  Since 
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I'm trying to find out some information on a course called Schools and Society (SOCY 2290). I 
don't see it offered in the past few semesters. Do you know anything about it? 
  
Thanks for your help. 
 Meg White, Ed.D. 
Associate Professor, Teacher Education 
Director, Stockton Urban Teacher Academy 
Stockton University 
609-626-6077,  
meg.white@stockton.edu

From: Miller, Gene J. 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2018 9:28:17 AM 
To: White, Meg 
Subject: Re: Human Geography course 
Good Morning Meg! I am honored to have my course considered. Because the course is tied to 
current events and related research we do have urban issues presented and discussed 
throughout the semester. The course however takes a more global cultural view of the issues 
but in the areas of American Women’s Rights, The Women’s Goals of the March on 
Washington, America’s Racism-Where Is the Civil Rights Movement Today, DACA,  Sanctuary 
Cities, Black Lives Matter, Poverty and Education in the Inner Cities of America and How Do We 
Stop the Gun Violence in Chicago are some of the topics of research, presentation and class 
discussions that may directly relate to your new minor. 
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Appendix B: Data summary from Survey Monkey!
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