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Proposal Template for an Interdisciplinary Minor in Urban Education 
Name(s) and Signatures of Faculty Proposing New Option: 
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• Through a service-learning experience, students will observe and document the 
parallels between coursework and field observations. 

 
Student goals: 

• Explore historical and sociological, economic or environmental perspectives of 
urban communities and schools. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of a variety of theoretical perspectives on teaching in 
urban communities through relevant readings and class discussions. 

• Understand how the community plays a role in the success of the schools. 
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Community Schools: Urban Change Agents (GSS 3184) 
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submit signature assignment grades to the minor coordinator. Assignments 
should demonstrate the achievement of the course goals. Students must 
complete each minor course with a C or better. 
c. Signature assignments will be evaluated by the coordinator after the first year 
of the minor to determine relevancy and effectiveness in achieving the 
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Culture and context are important in all settings, and not limited to education. The National 
Science Foundation reports that urban areas, home to three-fourths of U.S. citizens, are 
undergoing major social, economic, and environmental transitions as their structures and 
functions change. An integrated approach to urban studies could help reduce some of society’s 
most difficult problems. “Social capital could be integrated with physical infrastructure. 
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the proposed minor in Urban Education will provide them a rich set of courses and tools for 
embarking upon a career in teaching in urban school districts. Equally, the proposed minor may 
benefit the economics programs as two of its courses (Urban Economics and Economics of Social 
Welfare) will be electives in the new minor. Thus, EDUC students who may not have otherwise 
discovered economics may develop an interest in it – especially the program’s minor (which has 
seen steady growth in recent years). Thus, the Economics program sees the proposed 
Interdisciplinary Minor in Urban Education as an unqualified “win-win” and strongly supports it.   
~Oliver Cooke, Associate Professor of Economics 
 
The social work program is pleased to support the proposed Minor in Urban Education.  Many 
BSW students are interested in working with children, and some have a goal of working in 
educational settings.  The Urban Education minor will help prepare them for this type of work, 
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social workers, healthcare professionals, youth and community-organizational 
leaders) 

•  
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• adequate staff, and support personnel and administration – current staff and 
support personnel and administration are sufficient 

 
 
 
Requirements for Achieving the Minor 
Provide an outline of the curriculum, including a list of the proposed courses and credits per 
course. Indicate the total number of credits in the minor. 

a. All proposed minors must include a minimum of 8 credits taken at the 3000 or 4000  
level and total a minimum of 20 credits overall. One core course, one service learning 
course and six electives are at the 3000 level. 
 
b. Students may select from a group of interdisciplinary courses allowing an individual 
focus on the courses to suit students’ interest. 
 
c. There is one prerequisite course for students to enroll in the minor: Intro to Sociology 
(SOCY 1100). It is important for students to have a foundational understanding of the 
study of the development, structure, and functioning of human society. Before moving 
through the courses in the minor. 
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Appendix A:  Describe similar programs within the state and in neighboring states and compare 
this program with those currently being offered. 

 
Programs similar to the proposed Interdisciplinary Minor in Urban Education were identified 
using, in part,  the Inventory of Degree Programs offered by New Jersey Institutions of Higher 
Education.  
 
No other program replicated the breadth of interdisciplinary engagement and commitment to 
service learning of the Interdisciplinary Minor in Urban Education. This minor provides three 
course options for service learning. While researching neighboring schools and programs, it was 
noted that many offer school-based fieldwork experiences to fulfill an experiential learning 
component, but only one other program (Rowan at Camden) offered service-learning. The 
strength of service learning in this minor is providing students with opportunities to complete 
services hours in community-based organizations – not limited to schools or educational 
facilities. 
 
Table 4. Interdisciplinary minor in urban education compared to existing programs in New 
Jersey  
 

Program Interdisciplinary Curriculum Experiential Learning 
Requirement 

Minor in Urban Studies 
St. Peters University 

Primary focus on sociology, 
urban anthropology, ethnicity, 
race
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P - 609-652-4689 
Rachel.Kirzner@Stockton.edu 
www.stockton.edu 

 
From: Jackson, Christina 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 9:24:36 AM 
To: White, Meg; Kirzner, Rachel 
Cc: O'Hara, John 
Subject: Re: urban education minor  
  
Dear all, 
 
Rachel, I had a phone call with Meg and John and thought that Place matters fit within the minor. If you 
disagree with that, it’s totally fine. I know it needs to be a decision both of us are on board with.  
 
After hearing the description of the minor and thinking about your contribution to our course and Stockton, I 
also thought some of your other classes might fit the minor.  
 
Happy summer, 
Christina 
--  
Christina Jackson, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Stockton University 
Phone: 609-626-3422 
www.christinarjackson.com 
 
___________________________________________________________________
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To: White, Meg 
Subject: RE: course consideration  
  
Hi Meg, 
  
I am pleased to learn of the Urban Education concentration that you and John are developing. 
The GSS 3184 is one of the required courses for the Child Studies Minor. John Gray taught it last 
year and will be teaching it in the fall. 
  
I support including the GSS 3184 as a required course for the Urban Education concentration, 
however; in the future, we might need to offer two sessions of the class to meet the demand.     
  
All the best, 
Awilda 
  
Merydawilda Colón, Ph.D., L.S.W. 
Executive Director, 
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Daniel Moscovici, PhD 
Associate Professor of Environment & Sustainability 
Coordinator of Environmental Science/Studies Program 
Stockton University 
101 Vera King Farris Dr 
Pinelands National Reserve, NJ 08205 
+1-215-688-2910 
Jackson, Christina 
Wed 10/3/2018 5:00 PM 

I’m teaching that now. That’s the course that I took from Jessie when she left. I think it would 
definitely fit, but I don’t know what it is capped at. That’s a course that you may have to be a 
junior to be in. 

From: White, Meg  
Sent: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 1:21 PM 
To: Jackson, Christina <Christina.Jackson@stockton.edu> 
Subject: Re: urban ed minor 
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Thanks for getting back to me. So, by seats I mean enough slots for students to register and get 
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I'm trying to find out some information on a course called Schools and Society (SOCY 2290). I 
don't see it offered in the past few semesters. Do you know anything about it? 
  
Thanks for your help. 
 Meg White, Ed.D. 
Associate Professor, Teacher Education 
Director, Stockton Urban Teacher Academy 
Stockton University 
609-626-6077,  
meg.white@stockton.edu

From: Miller, Gene J. 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2018 9:28:17 AM 
To: White, Meg 
Subject: Re: Human Geography course 
Good Morning Meg! I am honored to have my course considered. Because the course is tied to 
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Appendix B: Data summary from Survey Monkey!
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