
PROPOSAL FOR LITERARY STUDIES B.A./AMERICAN STUDIES M.A. 4+1 CONCENTRATION 

Faculty Senate Second Reading: December 14, 2018 
 
Summary of changes made to proposal in response to recommendations from Faculty Senate First 
Reading on November 16, 2018: 
 
Senate Recommendations: 
 

1) Require 3.2 minimum in LITT courses for entry into MAAS, rather than 3.2 cumulative G.P.A. 
Change made. See top of p. 3. Note: Also added 20 credits required in LITT for admission to the 
program. 

2) Include learning outcomes for B.A. in LITT and M.A. in American Studies. Change made. See 
pages 7-10. 

3) Include assessment plan for 4+1 program. Change made. See pages 10-11. 
 
 
 
Full Name of Current Program: Literature 
 
Stockton Program Acronym: LITT 
 
Degree/Level of Current Program: B.A. 
 
CIP Code: 23 (English Language and Literatures: Literature Program B.A.) 05.0102 (American/United 
States Studies/Civilization: American Studies M.A.) 
 
Name(s) and signature of Faculty Proposing New Option: 
 
Kristin J. Jacobson: 

 
Addie Holton: 

 
Date of Program Faculty Vote to Approved the Proposed New Option:  
December 11, 2017 (program approval in Literature) 
December 13, 2017 (program approval in American Studies)  
 
Text Description of Proposed New Option: 
 
This is a proposal for a new concentration within the Literature program (track), which would allow 
students to earn a B.A. in Literature (Literary Studies Track) and an M.A. in American Studies in 5 years. 
 
The proposal requests that the three American Studies M.A. classes completed during the student’s 
senior year (at least 96 credits earned and a 3.2 G.P.A. in the LITT major) be counted as Cognates to 
Literature or At Some Distance (ASD, which will be helpful for transfer students considering this option). 
These three graduate courses would also fulfill 
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other words, these three AMST graduate courses will double count for the B.A. in Literature and M.A. 
degree in American Studies. 
 
The proposal requests that our senior seminar course (LITT 4610) be counted as three credits of American 
Studies, which already is an option for students earning an “A” on their thesis from any institution. Note: 
students who do not earn an “A” on the thesis will not earn graduate credit for LITT 4610.  
 
Additional details about the curriculum are included at the end of this document. 
 
Date of Faculty Senate Committee on Academic Programs and Planning Approval: 
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To be eligible for admission into the Literary Studies B.A./American Studies M.A. 4+1 concentration, 
students must have earned a minimum of 96 credits, earned a minimum of 20 credit hours in the LITT 
program, have a 3.2 G.P.A. in the LITT major, 



LITERARY STUDIES/AMERICAN STUDIES 4+1 CONCENTRATION 4 

LITERATURE ELECTIVES/COGNATES AND AMERICAN STUDIES: 7-9 COURSES, 24-25 CREDITS TOTAL 
 
American Studies Core: 3 classes, 9 credits total* 
AMST 5000 Proseminar in American Studies (3) 
AMST 5001 Research Methods in American Studies (3)  
AMST 5xxx Elective (3) 
*These graduate credits may be moved to ASD. 
 
Language & Culture Studies Requirement: (0-6 courses, 0
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Learning Outcomes and Program Goals  
 
B.A in Literature Program Goals  
From the program website: 
<https://blogs.stockton.edu/literature/mission-statement/program-goals-and-learning-outcomes/> 
Fundamentally, the Literature Program seeks to provide its students with educational experiences that 
promote skills-based learning as well as the intellectual awareness and maturity that are the hallmarks 
of a liberal arts education. Stressing analysis and synthesis in reading and writing in all of our classes, our 
curriculum has four  goals, which support Stockton University’s essential learning outcomes (noted 
below as ELO) http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/page.cfm?siteID=209&pageID=154): 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Program Goal 1: 
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• close-reading  
o Courses designated as literary interpretation; virtually all upper-level literature courses 

presume knowledge of this fundamental skill 
• research  

o LITT 2123 Introduction to Research in Literature; LITT 4610 Senior Seminar 
• digital literacy  

o LITT 3922 & 3923 Digital Humanities Internships; LITT 3651: Designing Literary Apps 
• creative writing in diverse genres  

o Courses designated as creative writing 
• development of individual voice  

o Courses designated as creative writing 
• analytical writing  

o Virtually all literature program courses involve analytical writing; courses with W2 and 
W1 designations 

• presentation  

8
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o Students have the opportunity to write for the campus newspaper, The Argo; the 
campus literary magazine, Stockpot; stories from fiction workshops collected in 
Divergently; and various publications for the South Jersey Culture & History Center, 
among other opportunities 

• service learning  
o Courses designated as Service-Learning 

ELO: Program Competence; Teamwork and Collaboration 
 
Summary 
In brief, the Literature Program prepares students who can think critically and creatively and, just as 
importantly, write and speak well. The program’s emphasis on technological literacy, furthermore, 
provides training in another key communication skill that is increasingly valuable in today’s job market. 
While many of our majors indicate that they plan to pursue primary or secondary educational careers, 
we tie our curriculum and its objectives to no one specific career. 
 
These Literature program goals, along with companion ELOs, offer students learner-centered 
opportunities to develop competence with practical skills, intellectual abilities, and marketable talents 
designed to support the student learning necessary for personal and professional success in the 21st 
century. 
  
Essential Learning Outcomes Supported by Literature Coursework* 

• Adapting to Change 
• Communication Skills 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking 
• Ethical Reasoning 
• Global Awareness 
• Information Literacy and Research Skills 
• Program Competence 
• Teamwork and Collaboration 

*Quantitative Reasoning is the lone ELO to which Literature offerings do not measurably add. 
 
M.A. in American Studies Program Goals and Learning Outcomes  
From the program website: 
<https://blogs.stockton.edu/americanstudies/about-american-studies/american-studies-goals-and-
learning-outcomes/> 
 
Graduates of Stockton’s American Studies Master of Arts and Certificate program will be able to 
demonstrate achievement in the following: 
 

1. Recognizing and understanding the range of approaches related to the field of American Studies 
and its development over time. 
 

2. Understanding the research methods and/or theoretical perspectives that inform contemporary 
American Studies scholarship, including theories of race and ethnicity, gender studies, queer 
theory, feminism, cultural materialism, Marxism, post-structuralism, historicism, psychoanalysis, 
postcolonialism, cultural studies, archival research, textual analysis, oral history, ethnography, 
and performance studies. 
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- G.P.A. 
- Student feedback 

 


