
Minutes Faculty Senate Meeting 12/14/18 
 
Call to order at 12:46 
 
Ally document conversion service for Blackboard (Linda Feeney) 
 
This is a proposal for purchase that will go through program review. Some students may believe that 
they do not need accommodations. Other students have not been diagnosed. Other students who do 
not need accommodation may also benefit from it. As of now, Blackboard does not allow for file 
conversion. Ally can convert files into accessible alternate forms automatically. Institutional reporting is 
available. Other advantages exist. Ally integrates with Blackboard and is LMS agnostic, but files are 
stored separately. Videos, files created by Blackboard and many other types of files cannot be 
converted. It does not currently convert students’ work, but will likely be able to do that soon. (See 
Powerpoint presentation for more details.) 
 
Q: Does PowerPoint get converted? 
A: If it has video, then it does not. Other files will be converted. 
Q: What would be expected by faculty? 
A: You would want to review the files that are converted to look for mistakes that need correction. 

- That seems like it would take a lot of time. What are the statistics on error rate for conversion? 
A: Around 70-80% but I expect this to improve, which is why you will have to check it. This is an 
estimate. 
Q: Is Atlantic Cape using it because of their law suit? 
A: Yes. 
 
This costs $32000 per year. 
 
Q: What budget does this come from? 
A: Most likely Academic Affairs. 
Q: What about image files? Will they be converted? 
A: It will try. 
Q: What if I do a course copy? Will it apply corrections? 
A: I will check on that. 
Comment: I am an adjunct at ACC that uses this and I am a big fan. We are one of the few colleges that 
were not included in the recent law suit related to accessibility. 
Q: How does it handle tables, graphs, mathematical equations? 
A: That will depend. 
Q: Will there be technology Bootcamps to help faculty use this? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Is there a trial period? 
A: No. 
Q: Is it an annual contract? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Could you send us some of the links to check it out? 
A: Yes 
 
 
 





- Should we include other working timelines in this document? 
Motion to include specific language in this document to change the dates of the first and second 
readings. 

- It seems like we should set them for March or April and May, then we can have the summer 
retreat for discussion. 

- Why would we constrict ourselves to any date? 
- Just to be sure of the dates. 

More support for this motion is expressed. 
Are there any harmful ramifications to postponing as this proposes? 

- That is for the broader implications, not this motion. 
Suggestion that we propose a projected end point. 

- I recommend the Fall Faculty Conference as the time for final discussion as faculty


