OSHA Training Toolbox Talk: Portable Ladders — Performing Pre-use Inspections
[Reference 1910 Subpart D / 1926 Subpart X]

OSHA safety standards require that we inspect our portable ladders before we first use them on
any work-shift. This is so we can identify visible defects that could cause a ladder to fail and the
user to possibly be injured. An inspection must also be conducted after any event that occurs
during the shift that may cause damage to a ladder; for example, if a portable ladder were
accidentally knocked over, dropped, or struck by moving equipment.ent

inspection points apply to all portable ladders:

O Side rails that are split, bent, dented, splintered, cracked, or broken;
O
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