DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Masters Child Welfare Education Program (MCWEP)

APPLICATION FAQs

Basic Information:

Why is DCF offering this program? The oljectives of the program are to increase the numbers of graduate
level supervisors in the Depatment of Children and Families (DCF)rad to expand the professional skill
levels of its work force. The program also aims to stabilize DGRvorkforce by retaining quality staff. DCF
hopes to enable staffvith a strong commitment to New Jersey’s vulnerdb children and families to obtain
their MSW and to contribute to the continual improvement of the state’s public child welfare systemThis
program provides opportunities for supervisors, in particular asework supervisors, to broaden their
perspectiveson social work and child welfare, develop advanced clinical skills and enhance their
supervisory skills.

Please note that students admitted to the program must attend all scheduled classes, even if they occur on a
state holiday. Students do not receive comp time for attending classes.

What does the program cost me? If you are admitted to MCWEMCFwill pay all tuition and fees Your
responsibilities include books, transportation or parking costs toget to class or to the library, as well as time
and effort to prepare for and attend classes. We also expect you to participate in any evaluative activities
associated with the program.

How does the commitment to give back to DCFwork? Upon graduation, MCWEP graduatese required to
to repay DCF ér all

___educational costs incurred on your behalf dring the time you were a student.

What if | have a pending disciplinary action? Am | still eligible to apply?

Applicants must be, and remain in, good standing with the Department of Children andrfilies. In the
event of a disciplinary action, the situation in question will be reviewed and it is possible that you will no
longer be eligible to participate in the program.

What if | am not ab le to finish the MSW degree? If you drop out of the program beforgou complete the
degree, you will need to repay OF for_all educational costs incurred toward the degree.

What if | need to take a leave from my job for health, family or other reasons? You will be required to

take a leave from the program, as DCF usmable to support your education during your leae. You must
discuss your situation with MCWERand your faculty advisor at the university, who can help you plan.
Enroliment in the program is a serious commitment, and students should consider their abyito make a
commitment to study for the duration o the program before accepting admission and during the application
process. The program concentrations are designed in such a way to enable you to continue your employee
while pursuing a degree, but are tight and missing part of the program can delay yotompletion of the
program.

Preparing to apply:

How do | apply for the Master Child Welfare Education Program: The application process consists of
submitting all materials required (see the application check list) includingobtaining required signatures of
approval. Af.a taining requre
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How can | best prepare myself to apply to the Master Child Welfare Education program? The best
preparation is to spendsome time thinking about your goals and expectations and to consider how graduate
education can fit into your present life. Ask yourself the following questions:
x Do | want a career in child welfare?
Am | ready for graduate school?
How will I balance nmy work, personal life and graduate study?
Do family members and other important people in my life support my plans?
Do | have the support of my workplace?
What do | want to get out of an MSW degree?

X X X X X

I've thought it through, | really want to do this, and I think | can. What next? Read the MCWEPact
Sheet carefully along with any other material and documents Follow the instructions and make sure you
gather all the items required for the application. Request transcriptaght away; they sometimestake time.
Talk to your supervisor about your irtentions. Make sure you address all the questions in ttagplication.
Write clearly and proofread what you have written, for spelling, grammarglarity, completeness. Submit a
complete application before the deadline to th&€hild Welfare Education Ingtiite at Stockton University

| did not do so well in undergrad. Will this affect my application?  Admission to graduate school
generally requires a GPA of 3.0. The participating schoolsSdcial Work will consider other aspects of an
application that suggest that an applicant has potential to do well in graduate school. For example, your
transcripts will be examined to assess whether grades improved during the undergraduate years, or if the
applicant did well in courses relevant to human services, @n if an overall GPA is below 3.0. Igb any
graduate level courses the applicant has taken, on a matriculate or nomatriculate basis andwork
experience will be taken into account. The narrative and recomendation letters are looked at closely to
assess the applicant’s academic and professional potential.

Which Rutgers MSW programs can | apply to? MCWEP applicants are eligible for enrollment in the
Intensive Weekend program MCWEP applicants are ingjible for the Oh CampusProgram, 100% Online
Program or Blended Online program.

Do | get to choose which MSW program | attend?

No. While applicants do indicate which programs they would like to attend most, there is no guarantee that
they will be admitted or assigned to their top choice. Each schooili\have approximately 5 students, so
factors such geography and equitable distribution will ale impact which MSW program students attend.

Will I find out if | was accepted at all the schools to which | applied?
No, you will only be informed of which scbol you have been assigned to as part of your participation in
MCWEP.

Applicants with Graduate Social Work Credits:

| have taken Professional Credit Courses (PCC) at Rutgers School of Social Work. How does that
affect my application? Successful completion of PCC coues can help your application. This
demonstrates to some degree that you are &bto handle graduate level work.

Do those PCCcredits count toward my degree? If admitted into the program, each individual school will
review your transcripts and credits earnedthat may count towards your degree.
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| have MSW credits from another coll ege/university. Do they count toward my degree?  Each school
will review your transcript and any credits fom another accredited Social Work program mape
transferred and applied to your degree.

Applicants with Other Graduate and Certificate Credits:

| have graduate credits (or a graduate level deg ree) from another college/university in another field.
Will these credits count toward my degree? Your transcript will be reviewed and it may be necessary to
look at course descriptions. Credits from dege programs that are parallel to social work caoften be
applied to the degree. This usually concerns electives; in some instances, credits can replace aired
course, but this is less usual. The individual schoulill determine which credits may be transferred for
credit in the program.

| received a certificate for courses related to child welfare. Can they be counted toward my degree?
No. Only graluate credits can be considered for credit towards an MSW degree. However, do provide
transcripts for any course work you have completed at a tlege/university. They can help assess your
potential as a sudent, and strengthen your application.

Applic ants with a BSW:

| have a BSW. How does this affect my application and graduate education? Appicants with a BSW from
an accredited college or University can be considered for admission with Advanced Slarg. Consideration
for Advanced Standing dependsipon when the degree was received, overall GPA, and grades of B or better
in all social work andfield education courses. BSW applicants go tlough the same application and

interview process as other apficants.
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