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of abuse and neglect, and recognize the 
signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect. 
Resources about the impact of trauma 
on well-being also are included in this 
factsheet. 

 How Is Child Abuse 
and Neglect Defined 
in Federal Law? 

Federal legislation lays the groundwork 
for State laws on child maltreatment by 
identifying a minimum set of acts or 
behaviors that define child abuse and 
neglect. The Federal Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act (CAPTA), (42 U.S.C.A. 
§5106g), as amended and reauthorized by 
the CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 2010, 
defines child abuse and neglect as, at 
minimum: 
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Most Federal and State child protection 
laws primarily refer to cases of harm to a 
child caused by parents or other caregivers; 
they generally do not include harm caused 
by other people, such as acquaintances or 
strangers. Some State laws also include a 
child’s witnessing of domestic violence as a 
form of abuse or neglect.  
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This report summarizes annual child 
abuse statistics submitted by States to 
the National Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System (NCANDS). It includes 
information about child maltreatment 
reports, victims, fatalities, perpetrators, 
services, and additional research: 
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 What Are the Major 
Types of Child Abuse 
and Neglect?  

Within the minimum standards set by 





����������������������������������
���	�����������������������
��

5�������������������������������������������������������
�	������	�����������������������������������������
����������������	�����������������������������•••			�����	����������•����•���������•	����������

https://www.childwelfare.gov

For more information about this issue, 
see Child Welfare Information Gateway’s 
ƒ��������•��•�„����������������� at  
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Resources

Child Welfare Information Gateway’s web section on child abuse and neglect provides 
information on identifying abuse, statistics, risk and protective factors, and more:  

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/preventingcan.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/issue_briefs/brain_development/brain_development.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/cm_factsheet2012-a.pdf
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/index.shtml
http://www.nctsn.org/
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