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Exhibit 3–B Children Who Received an Investigation or Alternative Response  
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 How are the data used?  




Who abused and neglected children? 
A perpetrator is the person who is responsible for the abuse or neglect of a child. Fifty states reported 
518,136 perpetrators. (See chapter 5.) The analyses of case-level data show: 
�Q More than four-fifths (83.4%) of perpetrators were between the ages of 18 and 44 years.
�Q More than one-half (53.7%) of perpetrators were women, 45.3 percent of perpetrators were men,

and 1.0 percent were of unknown sex.
�Q The three largest percentages of perpetrators were White (49.8), African-American (20.0%), or

Hispanic (18.8%).

Who received services? 
CPS agencies provide services to children and their families, both in their homes and in foster care. 
Reasons for providing services may include 1) preventing future instances of child maltreatment and 2) 
remedying conditions that brought the children and their family to the attention of the agency.  
(See chapter 6.) During 2016: 
�Q



Exhibit S–2 Statistics at a Glance, 2016



Introduction

�&�K�L�O�G���D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���P�R�V�W���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�����7�K�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���L�V�V�X�H���L�V��
addressed in many ways by the Children’s Bureau in the Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, the Administration for Children and Families within the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS). The Children’s Bureau strives to ensure the safety, permanency, and well-
being of all children by working with state, tribal, and local agencies to develop programs to prevent 
child abuse and neglect. The Children’s Bureau awards funds to states and tribes on a formula basis 
and to individual organizations that successfully apply for discretionary funds. 

Child Maltreatment 2016 presents national data about child abuse and neglect known to child protec-
�W�L�Y�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����&�3�6�����D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���¿�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U�����)�)�<�����������������7�K�H���G�D�W�D��
�Z�H�U�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�K�L�O�G���$�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G���1�H�J�O�H�F�W���'�D�W�D���6�\�V�W�H�P�����1�&�$�1�'�6������
�Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���%�X�U�H�D�X�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���1�&�$�1�'�6���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D�O�O���V�F�U�H�H�Q�H�G���L�Q���U�H�I�H�U�U�D�O�V��
to CPS agencies that received a disposition and those that received an alternative response, these data 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�Q���F�K�L�O�G���P�D�O�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���F�D�V�H�V���I�R�U���)�)�<�������������� 

Background of NCANDS
The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) was amended in 1988 to direct the 
Secretary of HHS to establish a national data collection and analysis program, which would make 
available state child abuse and neglect reporting information.1 HHS responded by establishing 
�1�&�$�1�'�6���D�V���D���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���V�\�V�W�H�P�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���������������+�+�6���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�W�V���¿�U�V�W���1�&�$�1�'�6��
report based on data from 1990. The Child Maltreatment report series evolved from that initial report 
�D�Q�G���L�V���Q�R�Z���L�Q���L�W�V�������W�K���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���������������&�$�3�7�$���Z�D�V���D�P�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D�O�O���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H��
�I�X�Q�G�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���%�D�V�L�F���6�W�D�W�H���*�U�D�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���+�+�6���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���G�D�W�D����
to the maximum extent practicable, about children who had been maltreated. These data elements 
�Z�H�U�H���L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���1�&�$�1�'�6�����6�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���&�$�3�7�$���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W�V���D�G�G�H�G���G�D�W�D���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����P�D�Q�\��
�R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���1�&�$�1�'�6���G�D�W�D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����5�H�D�G�H�U�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z��
appendix A for the list of required CAPTA data items.

�$���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���V�W�D�W�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�V���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���1�&�$�1�'�6�����(�D�F�K���V�W�D�W�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V���R�Q�H��
�S�H�U�V�R�Q���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���1�&�$�1�'�6���V�W�D�W�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�����7�K�H���1�&�$�1�'�6���V�W�D�W�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���������V�W�D�W�H�V���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���%�X�U�H�D�X���D�Q�G���W�K�H���1�&�$�1�'�6���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���7�H�D�P���W�R���X�S�K�R�O�G���W�K�H���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K���1�&�$�1�'�6���G�D�W�D�����:�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V�����W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���E�X�O�O�H�W�L�Q�V�����Y�L�U�W�X�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�����H�P�D�L�O�����O�L�V�W�V�H�U�Y���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V����
and phone conferences are used regularly to facilitate information sharing and provision of technical 
assistance. 

CHAPTER 1

1  Child Abuse Prevention, Adoption and Family Services Act of 1988, ���3���/��������������������

 CHAPTER 1: Introduction 



�1�&�$�1�'�6���Z�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�F�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G���F�D�V�H���O�H�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H��
data and to make these data useful for policy decision-makers, child welfare researchers, and practitio-



was not able to report a valid data submission in time for the analyses to be included in the  
Child Maltreatment 2016���U�H�S�R�U�W�����,�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���L�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�S�R�U�W���D���Y�D�O�L�G���)�)�<�������������V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���G�D�W�D��
will be included in trend analyses in future Child Maltreatment reports. The most recent data submis-
sions or resubmissions from states are included in trend tables. This may account for some differences 
in the counts from previously released reports.

With each Child Maltreatment report, the most recent population data from the U.S. Census Bureau 
�D�U�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���X�S�G�D�W�H���D�O�O���G�D�W�D���\�H�D�U�V���L�Q���H�D�F�K���W�U�H�Q�G���W�D�E�O�H�����:�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����W�U�H�Q�G���W�D�E�O�H�V���H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V������
years of data.�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���8���6�����&�H�Q�V�X�V���%�X�U�H�D�X�����W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���������V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G��
�)�)�<�������������G�D�W�D���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���F�K�L�O�G��
population. (See �W�D�E�O�H���&�±��). 

�$�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�&�$�1�'�6���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���G�D�W�D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����V�W�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���Y�H�U�L�I�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���G�D�W�D��
�D�U�H���V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���H�Q�F�U�\�S�W�H�G�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����V�R�P�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���D�E�O�H���W�R���Y�H�U�L�I�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�D�W�D���P�H�H�W���H�Q�F�U�\�S-
�W�L�R�Q���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�����7�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���H�Q�D�E�O�H���D�O�O���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶���G�D�W�D���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�����D��
double-encryption process was added to the data collection to systematically de-identify the unique 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�U�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�����F�K�L�O�G�����S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U�����Z�R�U�N�H�U�����D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U�����7�K�L�V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V��
the data security and that researchers can conduct analyses across years.

NCANDS as a Resource
�7�K�H���1�&�$�1�'�6���G�D�W�D���D�U�H���D���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�R�X�U�F�H���R�I���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����U�H�S�R�U�W�V�����D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L-
ties of the federal government, child welfare personnel, researchers, and others. Some examples of 



 �Q �7�K�H���1�&�$�1�'�6���G�D�W�D���D�O�V�R���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I��
the ACF Annual Budget Request to Congress, which highlights certain key performance measures 
in compliance with the Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA, 
���������������6�S�H�F�L�¿�F���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���$�&�)���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���X�V�L�Q�J���1�&�$�1�'�6���G�D�W�D���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H����
�‡��



The following resources also are included in this report: 
 �Q





Investigations and Alternative Responses
Screened-in referrals are called reports and may include more than one child. In most states, the 
�P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� 
maltreatment according to state law and policy. The primary purpose of the investigation is twofold: 
���������W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G���Z�D�V���P�D�O�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���R�U���L�V���D�W���U�L�V�N���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���P�D�O�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G�����������W�R���G�H�W�H�U-



Report Sources
�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���V�R�X�U�F�H���L�V���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q���Z�K�R���Q�R�W�L�¿�H�G���D���&�3�6���D�J�H�Q�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���F�K�L�O�G��
abuse and neglect in a referral. Only those sources in reports (screened-in referrals) that received an 
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���D�U�H���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���1�&�$�1�'�6�����7�R���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q�V�����U�H�S�R�U�W��
�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�U�H���J�U�R�X�S�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�U�H�H���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V�����S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�����Q�R�Q�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�����D�Q�G���X�Q�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G����

Professional report sources are persons who encountered the child as part of their occupation, such as 
child daycare providers, educators, legal and law enforcement personnel, and medical personnel. State 
laws require most professionals to notify CPS agencies of suspected maltreatment (these are known 
�D�V���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H�G���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�������1�R�Q�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�U�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S��
with the child based on their occupation, such as friends, relatives, and neighbors. State laws vary as 
�W�R���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���D�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���U�H�S�R�U�W���V�X�V�S�H�F�W�H�G���D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����8�Q�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V��
anonymous, “other,” and unknown report sources. States use the code of “other” for any report source 
�W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q���1�&�$�1�'�6���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���F�R�G�H�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V�����W�K�H��
“other” report source category might include such sources as religious leader, Temporary Assistance 
�I�R�U���1�H�H�G�\���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���V�W�D�I�I�����O�D�Q�G�O�R�U�G�����W�U�L�E�D�O���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���R�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�����F�D�P�S���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�R�U�����D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���D�J�H�Q�F�\���V�W�D�I�I����
Readers are encouraged to review appendix D for additional information as to what is included in the 
category of “other” report source. 

�)�R�U���)�)�<���������������S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�����7�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H�V���R�I���U�H�S�R�U�W�V��
�F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���������������������O�H�J�D�O���D�Q�G���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���������������������D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O��
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O�����������������������6�H�H��



CPS Response Time
States’ policies usually establish time guidelines or requirements for initiating a CPS response to a 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�����7�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�L�P�H���L�V���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�3�6���D�J�H�Q�F�\�¶�V���U�H�F�H�L�S�W���R�I���D���U�H�I�H�U�U�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�L-











Table 2–4 Child Protective Services Caseload, 2016   





 �Q No alleged maltreatment: A disposition for a child who received a CPS response, but was not 
�W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���D�Q���D�O�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���D�Q�\���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���P�D�O�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�����6�R�P�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���K�D�Y�H���O�D�Z�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���D�O�O��



Unique and Duplicate Counts
Ongoing interest in understanding the outcomes of children and their families—as well as advances 
�L�Q���V�W�D�W�H���F�K�L�O�G���Z�H�O�I�D�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�²�U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���D�V�V�L�J�Q���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�U�����Z�L�W�K�L�Q��
�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����W�R���H�D�F�K���F�K�L�O�G���Z�K�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�V���D���&�3�6���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����7�K�H�V�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�U�V���H�Q�D�E�O�H���W�Z�R���Z�D�\�V���W�R��
count children:  

 �Q Duplicate count of children:���&�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���D���F�K�L�O�G���H�D�F�K���W�L�P�H���K�H���R�U���V�K�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���D���U�H�S�R�U�W��
This count also is called a report-child pair.

 �Q Unique count of children: Counting a child once, regardless of the number times he or she was
�W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���D���U�H�S�R�U�W��

�)�R�U���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���¿



Child ren Who Received an Investigation or Alternative Response  
by Disposit ion (duplicate count of children)

�)�R�U���)�)�<���������������D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����G�X�S�O�L�F�D�W�H���F�R�X�Q�W�����Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���R�I���U�H�S�R�U�W�V��
(screened-in referrals). A child may be a victim in one report and a nonvictim in another report, and in 
�W�K�L�V���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�����W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���E�R�W�K���W�L�P�H�V�����$���W�R�W�D�O���R�I�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G��
�D�V���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���Z�L�W�K���G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�W�H�G�������������������D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�������������������7�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
�Z�H�U�H���Q�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�����������������������6�H�H���W�D�E�O�H�����±��, exhibit 3–B, and related notes.)

Number of Child Victims (unique count of child victims)
�,�Q���1�&�$�1�'�6�����D���Y�L�F�W�L�P���L�V���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���D�V���D���F�K�L�O�G���I�R�U���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���P�D�O�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W��
was substantiated or indicated. This includes a child who died of child abuse and neglect. Prior to FFY 
�������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���Y�L�F�W�L�P���G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�F�W�L�P���F�R�X�Q�W�����7�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H��
�D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�V���D�U�H���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���\�H�D�U�V�����W�K�H���Q�H�Z���Y�L�F�W�L�P���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���W�U�H�Q�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�V���I�R�U���)�)�<��
�����������W�K�U�R�X�J�K���)�)�<��������������

�)�R�U���)�)�<���������������W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���D�Q���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G�������������������Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���R�I���D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����7�K�L�V���H�T�X�D�W�H�V���W�R���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�U�D�W�H���R�I�����������Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���S�H�U���������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���)�)�<�������������Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���L�V��
���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���K�L�J�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���)�)�<�������������Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���������������������7�K�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H���Z�D�V��
�F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�H�G���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���Q�X�P�E�H�U���I�R�U���)�)�<�������������D�Q�G���)�)�<�����������������6�H�H��exhibit 3–C 
and related notes.)

�$�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���O�H�Y�H�O�����W�K�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���R�I���D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W���U�D�Q�J�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W��
�G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�R���D���������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P���)�)�<�������������W�R���������������6�H�Y�H�U�D�O���V�W�D�W�H�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�Q���H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
the change across years in the number of victims (see appendix D). Explanations include policy and 
practice changes, such as an increase in staff training and improved intake centers, and community 
changes, such as awareness campaigns. Several states also noted increases due to drug use, which is 
discussed more in the risk factor section of this chapter. Please note an explanation for a change may be 
in a previous year’s state commentary. (See table 3–3���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���Q�R�W�H�V�������'�X�U�L�Q�J���)�)�<�����������±�������������W�K�H�U�H��

Exhibit 3–B Children Who Received an Investigation or Alternative Response by 
Disposition, 2016 ��
More than 17% of children who received a disposition were determined to be victims of maltreatment

Based on data from 51 states. See table 3–2.
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�Z�D�V���Q�R�W���P�X�F�K���À�X�F�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�D�W�H�V���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���Z�K�R���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���S�U�L�R�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D-
�W�L�R�Q�����N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�������7�K�H���U�D�W�H�V���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P�����������S�H�U���������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J�������������W�R����������
�S�H�U���������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J�����������������6�H�H��table 3–4 and related notes.) 

Child Victim Demographics  (unique count of child victims)
�7�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J�H�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���W�R���P�D�O�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�����,�Q���)�)�<���������������������V�W�D�W�H�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W��
�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�������������������R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���Z�H�U�H���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���W�K�D�Q�������\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�H���Z�D�V��
�K�L�J�K�H�V�W���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���W�K�D�Q�������\�H�D�U���������������S�H�U���������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�J�H������
�9�L�F�W�L�P�V���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���������������R�U�������\�H�D�U�V���R�O�G���K�D�G���Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�H�V���R�I���������������������������D�Q�G�������������Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���S�H�U��������������
children of those respective ages in the population. Readers may notice some states have lower rates 
across age groups than do other states. The states with lower rates may assign low-risk cases to alterna-
tive response or have other state policies or programs in place for maltreatment allegations. In general, 
the rate of victimization decreased with the child’s age. (See �W�D�E�O�H�����±��, exhibit 3–D, and related notes.) 

�7�K�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���Z�H�U�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���I�R�U���E�R�W�K���E�R�\�V�������������������D�Q�G���J�L�U�O�V���������������������7�K�H���V�H�[���Z�D�V��
�X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���I�R�U�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�����7�K�H���)�)�<�������������Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�H���I�R�U���J�L�U�O�V���Z�D�V���K�L�J�K�H�U���D�W�����������S�H�U��

Year



�������������J�L�U�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�Q���E�R�\�V���D�W�����������S�H�U���������������E�R�\�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�������6�H�H��table 3–6 and 
related notes.) 

�0�R�V�W���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���Z�H�U�H���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���U�D�F�H�V���R�U���H�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�L�H�V�²�:�K�L�W�H���������������������+�L�V�S�D�Q�L�F���������������������D�Q�G���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���������������������7�K�H���U�D�F�L�D�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���:�K�L�W�H����
�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�����D�Q�G�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���+�L�V�S�D�Q�L�F�������6�H�H��table C–3�������)�R�U���)�)�<���������������$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���R�U���$�O�D�V�N�D���1�D�W�L�Y�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���K�D�G���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���U�D�W�H���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W�������������S�H�U���������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q��
the population of the same race or ethnicity; and African-American children had the second highest 
rate at 13.9 per 1,000 children. (See �W�D�E�O�H�����±�����D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���Q�R�W�H�V�������7�K�H���)�)�<�������������G�D�W�D���V�K�R�Z���D���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
in the African-American rate per 1,000 children and an increase in the American Indian or Alaska 
�1�D�W�L�Y�H���U�D�W�H���S�H�U���������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���)�)�<�������������U�D�W�H�V�����7�K�H�������������W�D�E�O�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V��
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�U�H�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�D�V�V���G�D�W�D���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���F�K�H�F�N�V���I�R�U���)�)�<�������������U�D�F�H��
and ethnicity data. 

Maltreatment Types ��  
(unique count o f child victims and duplicate count of maltreatment types)

In this analysis, a victim who suffered more than one type of maltreatment was counted for each 
maltreatment type, but only once per type. This answers the question of how many different types of 



 Risk Factors (unique count of children)
Risk factors are characteristics of a child or caregiver that may increase the likelihood of child 
maltreatment.1



Special Focus on Victims With Alcohol and Drug Abuse Risk Factors 
This section includes targeted analyses on child maltreatment victims younger than 1 year with drug and 
�D�O�F�R�K�R�O���D�E�X�V�H���F�K�L�O�G���U�L�V�N���I�D�F�W�R�U�V�����'�D�W�D���Z�H�U�H���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�G���I�R�U�������\�H�D�U�V�����W�K�L�V���L�V���D���F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�U�R�P���S�U�L�R�U���D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�V���W�K�D�W��

https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Fetal-Alcohol.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/chronic/Pages/Fetal-Alcohol-Spectrum-Disorders.aspx
https://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/trends-statistics/infographics/dramatic-increases-in-maternal-opioid-use-neonatal-abstinence-syndrome
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/pi1702


Perpetrator Relationship �� 
(unique coun t of child victims and duplicate count of relationships)

�9�L�F�W�L�P���G�D�W�D���Z�H�U�H���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�G���E�\���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U�V�����$���Y�L�F�W�L�P���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
maltreated multiple times by the same perpetrator or by different combinations of perpetrators (e.g., 





Table 3–4 First-Time Victims, 2012–2016 
 �Q �6�W�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�U���P�R�U�H���¿�U�V�W�