
Sustainability	Program	(SUST)	Standards	as	Aligned	with	School	Standards	for	
Natural	Sciences	and	Mathematics	(NAMS)	

	
	
In	order	to	clearly	express	the	aligned	expectations	and	standards	of	the	Sustainability	
program	withing	the	School	of	Natural	Science	and	Mathematics,	the	supplementary	or	
particular	SUST	program	standards	are	presented	below	in	italics	as	amendments	to	the	
NAMS	standards.		
	
	
The	faculty	of	the	School	of	NAMS	support	the	University	standards	and	intend	for	the	
elements	of	this	document	to	further	elucidate	the	areas	of	teaching,	scholarship,	and	
service	from	the	perspective	of	the	natural	sciences	and	mathematics.		
	
	

1. ELABORATION	OF	UNIVERSITY	STANDARDS	FOR	TEACHING	
FACULTY		

		
1. Teaching		

		
1. Educating	 students,	 both	 inside	 and	 outside	 the	 classroom,	
studio,	or	laboratory	is	the	University’s	primary	purpose.	Therefore,	
performance	in	teaching	carries	the	greatest	weight	in	the	evaluation	
of	 faculty.	All	aspects	of	teaching,	 including	preceptorial	teaching	as	
applicable,	will	be	evaluated	in	order	to	gain	a	clear	understanding	of	
each	faculty	member’s	performance.	Same	as	University	standards		

The	Sustainability	Program	assigns	the	highest	priority	to	teaching.	We	
also	 expect	 that	 individuals	 will	 emphasize	 innovation,	 public	
engagement	and	 service	 in	 their	 scholarly,	 creative	activity	and	 their	
teaching	 endeavors,	 while	 also	 ensuring	 excellence	 that	 meets	
University	and	School	standards	in	all	areas.		

2. 	The	School	of	Natural	Sciences	and	Mathematics	(NAMS)	
encourages	the	faculty	to	demonstrate	teaching	effectiveness	by	a	
variety	of	methods.	There	are	many	ways	of	achieving	excellence	in	
teaching,	and	each	program	and	individual	faculty	member	may	have	
a	unique	way	of	dealing	with	the	challenges	of	teaching.	In	addition	
to	traditional	classroom	teaching,	we	recognize	that	NAMS	faculty	
are	often	involved	in	independent	studies	and	field	and	laboratory	
work,	which	may	present	additional	time	constraints	and	challenges.	





understanding	speaks	to	the	core	of	sustainability,	and	is	central	
to	teaching	in	the	discipline.	

		
3. Seeking	opportunities	outside	the	classroom	to	enhance	
student	learning	of	the	subject	matter.		

		
4. The	 ability	 to	 lead,	 promote,	 and/or	 participate	 in	
successful	 credit-bearing	 experiences	 in	 community	
engagement,	 service-learning,	



attention	 to	 the	 service	 they	provide	 to	 the	program’s	aims	described	



Activity	in	support	of	a	post-tenure	promotion	or	range	adjustment	is	that	
work	completed	since	 the	most	 recent	promotion	or	 range	adjustment.	



articles	as	well	 as	other	 forms	of	 original	 research	 that	are	 indicators	of	
ongoing	contributions	to	one’s	discipline.	This	might	include	book	reviews,	
contributions	to	collected	works,	and	similar	engagement	with	research	in	
the	field	or	the	advancement	of	public	understanding	of	vital	issues	and	the	
policy	 process.	 It	 might	 also	 include	 professional	 documents,	 educational	
materials,	 applied	 social	 and	 scientific	 research	 and	 other	 less-formal	
methods	 aimed	 at	 the	 achievement	 of	 a	 more	 sustainable,	 just,	 verdant	
society.		

Non-tenure-track	 instructors	 are	 not	 expected	 to	 engage	 in	 such	
scholarship.	

	



• within	the	scholarly	area		
• within	higher	education	generally		

• on	documented	standards	of	best	
practices	in	pedagogy		

• in	the	application	of	one’s	work		
• 

!



		
2. Articles,	essays,	and	creative	writing	should	be	published	
in	appropriate	scholarly/creative	journals	or	venues,	whether	
print	or	electronic.	Some	assessment	should	be	made	as	to	the	
quality	of	the	journal	in	which	the	piece	appears,	in	particular,	
its	 scholarly/creative	 reputation	 and	 whether	 or	 not	 the	
journal	 or	 proceedings	 are	 peer	 reviewed.	 Additionally,	
college	publications	such	as	 lab	manuals	and	other	 teaching	
publications	should	be	evaluated	by	internal	or	external	peers.	
The	 quality	 of	 material	 submitted	 to	 or	 contained	 in	
government	documents	 should	be	 judged	by	 the	 level	 of	 its	
pre-



under	contract;	or	some	other	measure	of	its	success	or	impact	
(e.g.	royalties,	awards,	or	impact	on	public	debate	or	on	other	
artists).	Same	as	University	standards		

		
6. Other	 forms	 of	 scholarly	 or	 creative	 activity	 that	 may	
appear	in	emerging	scholarly	or	artistic	media	such	as	online	
journals,	 websites,	 fora	 and	 blogs,	 may	 be	 included	 as	 well,	
provided	 that	 work	 is	 of	 sufficient	 quality,	 as	 evaluated	 by	
knowledgeable	faculty	or	external	evaluators..		

		
7. Reviews	 (if	 submitted	 as	 documentation)	 from	
appropriate	journals	and	other	outlets	specified	at	the	School	
and	 Program	 level	 may	 be	 included.	 Where	 reviews	 are	
included	 in	 a	 file	 as	 evidence	 of	 the	 worth	 of	 scholarly	 or	
artistic	 work,	 attention	 should	 be	 given	 to	 the	 professional	
credentials	of	the	reviewer	and	the	reputation	of	the	journal	
or	publication.	Same	as	University	standards		

		





		



appropriately	listed	here,	whereas	editing	a	special	issue	of	a	
journal	may	be	more	appropriately	listed	under	the	section	on	
scholarship.		

		
3. General	civic	or	community	activities	 to	which	one	has	
contributed	one’s	professional	skills	or	a	significant	amount	of	
time,	talent,	energy,	and	involvement	beyond	that	which	might	
be	expected	by	the	usual	citizen	or	member.		

		
	


